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BIOGRAPHICAL MEMOIR OF 
THE HON. EDWARD SHIPPEN, ESQ. 
Former Chief Justice of the Commonwealth of Pennsylv’a. 
[From the Port Felio.] 


When, in obedience to an irreversible decree of na- 
ture, a character of worth and eminence descends to 
the grave, the duties which devolve on his surviving 
associates are numerous and important. Of these du- 
ties, that is not the least sacred and pressing, which 
calls for a suitable tribute to the memory of the deceas- 
ed, with a view to the perpetuation of his virtues and 
attainments, as honourable to himself and exemplary to 
others. For, to award the meed of a fair and well- 
earned posthumous fame, while it is nothing but an act 
of justice to the dead, operates on the living as one of 
the strongest incentives to virtue and excellence. It 
urges on to achievements of usefulness and of honour, 
from a conviction in the mind of the actor, that such 
achievements will be publicly passed to his credit, when 
he shall be slumbering in the silence of the tomb, Im- 
pressed by sentiments and actuated by considerations 
such as these, the writer of the present article has at- 
tempted to sketch a biographical memoir of the Ho- 
nourable Edward Shippen, Esq. late Chief Justice of 
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. For, though not 
among the intimate friends and associates of the vener- 
able deceased, he has long been an admirer of his con- 
duct and character. 

The subject of this memoir, like most of the distin- 
guished personages of our country, was of British an- 
cestry. He was born in the city of Philadelphia, on the 
sixteenth of February, 1729, the country being then in 
an infantile and colonial state. 

His grandfather, William Shippen, had been a gen- 
tleman of fortune and family in the county of York — 
About the year 1675, his father, Edward Shippen, 
whose name he bore, emigrated to America, and settled | 
first in Boston, in the (then) province of Massachusetts. 
Nor was it till about the year 1700 that he removed 
thence, led by the brightening prosperity and growing 
importance of Pennsylvania, to become an inhabitant of 
the city of Philadelphia. Of the general character of 
that gentleman, and of the sphere of respectability in 
which he was destined to mpve, we may form no inaccu- | 
rate estimate, from the various places of honour, trust, 
and emolument, which it was shortly afterwards his for- 
tune to fill. Among these places may be mentioned in 
particular, his successive appointments as a member of | 
the proprietary and governor’s council, a commissioner | 
of the board of property, a judge of the provincial or 
general court, and the tirst mayor of the city of Phila- 
delphia, in all of which he acquitted himself with fidel- 
ity and reputation. 

A descent from a parentage so highly respectable, 
had, no doubt, a material aud very auspicious influence 
on the generous and aspiring mind of a fayourite son.— 
For to such a mind nothing can be an object of more 
darling ambition, than to maintain unsullied and undi- 
minished, and even to swell by fresh acquisitions, the 
fair inheritance of ancestral fame. 

Of the events of the early life of Edward Shippen, 
the worthy and distinguished subject of the present me- 
moir, we know but little. Nor is this an object in any 
measure Calculated to call forth our regret. To man- 
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| kind at large the history of infancy is rarely either in- 
structive or interesting, because the character of the 
man is seldom developed in that of the child. About 
the usual age we find him at the grammar-school, al- 
ways conspicuous among his fellows for his attention to 
his studies, his respectful deference and submission to 
his preceptors, the engaging politeness and affability of 
his manners, and the propriety and decorum of his ge- 
neral deportment. With these invaluable attributes and 
qualities, thus early acquired, he could not fail of being 
regarded asa youth of ample promise. Nor was it his 
fortune, either now, or at any future period of his life, 
to fall short of the most flattering anticipations of his 
history, that the scholar, the gentleman, and the man 
of business, refinement, and taste, were most happily 
blended in the constitution of his character. 


His elementary attainments being finished with reputa- 
tion to himself and satisfaction to his friends, he com- 
menced the study of the law, under the direction of 
Tench Francis, Esq. then attorney-general of the pro- 
vince of Pennsylvania. Having spent about two years 
in this situation, where the excellence of his opportuni- 
ties of improvement was equalled only by the assiduity 
of his own attention, he, in the year 1748, repaired to 
London, with a view to the completion of his legal ed- 
ucation in the Temple. Being areal American by at- 
tachment, no less than by birth, he felt now that the 
reputation of his native country was, toa certain extent, 
identified with his own, This consideration, awaken- 
ing in his bosom the sentiments of a dignified and laud. 
able pride, operated on him as an additional incentive 
to the acquisition of whatever was honorable, useful, or 
refined. He, accordingly, availed himself of every op- 
portunity for the cultivation of his mind, his manners, 
and his taste. Nor did his efforts, as to those various 
attainments, prove abortive. For, ina short time, he 
ranked with the most accomplished of his fellow stu- 
dents and associates, as well in matters of exterior ele- 
gance, as in those of greater solidity and weight. 


Having passed in London two years of industry and 
enterprise, in pursuit of the knowledge of letters and of 
law, he was admitted a barrister of the middle temple. 
On his return to Philade!phia, which took place shortly 
afterwards, he entered on the practice of his profession 
with the same application apd zeal, that had manifested 
themselves in all his other pursuits. Here, as on former 
occasions, he was embosomed in circumstances peculi- 
arly auspicious. The superior standing ofhis family and 
connexions gave him weight in society, and the well 
known excellence of his elementary and legal education, 
together with the elegance of his address and the pop- 
ularity of his manners, conferred on him an equal degree 
of personal distinction. 

With these advantages operating in favour of his per- 
scvering industry and attention, his professional prog- 
ress could be neither slow nor doubtful. His prospects 
of speedy elevation were, perhaps, superior to any oth- 
er young gentleman of his standing atthe bar. We ac- 
cordingly find, that, in a short time, business and rep- 
utation seemed to vie with each other in their struggle 
to approach him. We mean that adamantine reputation 
which results from a correct and extensive knowledge, 
united to integrity of principle and solidity of judgment, 
not that brilliancy of fame, which nothing but the high. 
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est order of genius, breaking forth in an overwhelming 
eloquence, can bestow. For, though a perspicuous, 
pleasing, and even impressive speaker, he had no pre- 
tension to the character of a finished orator. 
_ Mr. Shippen had been but a very short time engaged 
in the practice of law, when he received the most filat- 
tering testimony of the confidence reposed in his talents 
and integrity by the British cabinet. He had not yet 
completed his twenty-fourth year, when be was ap- 
pointed Prothonotary of the Supreme Court of Pennsyl- 
Vania, and Judge of the Court of Vice Admiralty for 
the same province. Besides several other places of 
honor, tryst and emolument, which were conferred on 
him, he was appointed a member of the proprietary and 
governor’s council, a body of men not fortuituously 
drawn together from the mass of population, but select- 
ed with care from among the most respectable charac- 
ters of the province. These several offices, some of 
which he held dyring the term of nearly thirty years, he 
filled with ability a reputation at the commencement 
of the revolutionary war. 

On the first occurrence of that gigantic struggle, 
which shook to its basis the whole fabric of civil society, 
all offices in the American colonies, issuing from the 
crown of Great Britian, were temporarily suspended, 
and, on the declaration of independence, they were 
immediately abolished. This measure, bold in itself, 
and worthy ofa people daring to be free, swept from 
Mr. Shippena very liberal income. For, with the abo- 
lition of the offices which he had hitherto held, the e- 
moluments appertaining to them neccessarily ceased. 
But his mind was of too firm a texture to be shattered 
by misfortune, and his spirit too buoyant to ebb into 
despair. Instead of taking an active part in the contest 
for freedom, he gave a preference to the walks of pri- 
vate life. Accordingly, while others were engaged in 
the deliberations of the senate, the arrangement of the 
cabinet, or the turmoils and dangers of the embattled 
field, he found content and pleasure in the bosom of ) 
retirement, and sufficient employment in the practice 
of his profession. 

Soon after the close of the war of independence, when 
the wheels of civil society began to move afresh, he 
was appointed to preside in the Court of Quarter Ses- ) 
sions in the city and county cf Philadelphia. He was 
also, about the same time, appointed president of the 
Court of Common Pleas for Philadelphia county. So | 
faithful and with such ability did he discharge the du- 
ties attached to these several stations, that in the year 
1791 he received the appointment of Judge,and, in 1799, 
that of Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of the Com- 
monwealth of Pennsylvania. But his descent into the 
vale of years was already deep, for he had now number- 
ed upwards of three score and ten. Placed in circum- | 
stances abundantly affluent, and feeling that the otium 
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attributes of his character shone with the brightest and 
most amiable lustre. Pessessed of Spartan uprightness 
and integrity, no species of hishonor ever dared to ap- 
proach him. Throughout the whole course of a life pro- 
tracted far beyond the usual span, his personal reputa- 
tion was unsullied with astain. Yet were these sterner 
qualities, the natural safe guards of honor and virtue, 
blinded in exquisite and delightful harmony ,with all the 
benevolent and social affections. 

As a fiiend and companion, Mr. Shippen had but 
few equals, His heart was open, manly and sincere, a- 
like free from the meanness of dissimulation and the 
canker of distrust. A cheerfulness ot disposition, which 
nature seemed to have tempered in one of her 
happiest moments, a mind enriched with the beauties of 
polite literature and a spritely playfulness of fancy and 
of wit, gave to his conversation peculiar charms. His 
presence was capable of taking from the social circle 
and the festive board their wonted sensibility to the 
movement of time. 

But other occurrences in the character of Mr. Shippen 
of a tender and more endearing character, are yet to be 
mentioned. Nor, though altogether of a domestic na- 
ture, isan apology deemed necessary to the mind of sen- 
sibility, for introducing them into the present memoir, 
Early in life it was his good fortune to contract an affec- 
tion for, and afterwards to marry, a daughter of 
Tench Francis, F.sq. his preceptor in law, one of the 
most amiable and accomplished young ladies of the pro- 
vince. By this marriage he became at once the father 
and the idol of one of the worthiest and most promising 
of families—a family possessing every thing calculated 
to conciliate his affections, rivet his esteem, and even to 
awaken his paternal pride. But as several members of 
that family are still living, an ornament tu society in this 
and a neighbouring city, a dread of doing violence to 
the delicacy of cultivated minds, restrains us from pay- 
ing the tribute that is due. 

In the bosom of that family, on the 16th of April 1806, 
sunk suddenly but gently into the embrace of death, 
their venerable father, at the patriarchal age of seventy- 
seven years and two months. 





CANAL COMMESSION ERS’ SECOND REPORT, 


Office of the Canal Commissioners, 2 
December 23d, 1826.5 
~ Strn—Herewith, I have the honor to forward to your 
excellency, a report of the canal commissioners of Penn- 
sylvania, made in obedience to the eighth section of the 
of 11th April, 1825. 
With great respect, your most obedient seryant, 
WM. DARLINGTON, 
President of the board of canal commis- 
sioners of Pennsylyania. 


vesperis vite was imperiously called for by his weary and | 7 his Excellency John And: ew Shulze, 


declining faculties, he resigned the office of Chief Jus- 
tice about the close of the year 1805, a few months pre- 
yiously to his death. 

In his character as a Judge, the venerable subject of 
this memoir never forgot that justice should he temper- 
ed with clemency. When seated on the bench, he was 
patient in his attention, in his perceptions clear and dis- 
eriminating, in his decisions upright and impartial, and 
in the delivery of his opinions and charges, cuncise, per- 
spicuous, and not inelegant. In his official intercourse 
with the gentlemen of the bar, he maintained a firmness 
of character and dignity of deportment, mingled with 
such politeness and suavity of manners, as never failed 
to command their respect, and to conciliate, in the high- 
est degree, their affections and esteem. If the cause of 
jastice or humanity ever suffered in his presence, his 
‘heart and his will were strangers to the transaction. — 
Even the delinquent who received from the Judge the 
rhastisement of the law, was forced to acknowledge in 
the dispensation, the mildness of the man. 

Rut it was in his private capacity that the virtues and 
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Governor of Pennsylvania. 

The canal commissioners of Pennsylvania. in obedi- 
ence to the act of 11th April, 1825, respectfully submit 
the following report :— 

The duties of the board are naturally arranged under 
two distinct heads, namely—the survey and examination 
of canal routes, as prescribed by the act of llth April, 
1825; and the location and construction of canals, ynder 
the act of the last session of the legislature, for the com- 
mencement of “‘ the Pennsylvania canal.” 

It will be remembered, that the operations ef the board 
under the first named law during the session of 1825, were 
intended only to determine the practicability of a water 
communication between the Susquehanna and Ohio.— 
The result of these enquiries was communicated to the 
legislature; but from causes then stated, and beyond the 
controul of the commissioners, they were necessarily 
imperfect. To supply such deficiencies, and, as far as 
possible. to examine the other routes, pointed out by 
law, have been the objects of the board, in its surveys 
of the last season. The survevs are as follows: 
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1st. A survey ofthe northern route, by the Susque- | the board, to allow time for additional scrutiny and ad. 


hanna West branch, Sinhemahoning, Clarion river and 
Allegheny, from the mouth of the Juniata to the mouth 
of the Kiskeminetas, under the direction of Judge Ged- 
des, assisted by William Wilson, Esq. 

2. A survey of the Allegheny river, from the mouth 
of the Kiskeminetas to that of the French creek, witha 
view to the connection with Lake Erie; by the same 
gentlemen. 

3d. A survey of the Juniata route, from the mouth of 
the Juniata to that of the Kiskeminetas, by Canvass 
White, Esq. assisted by Mr. O'mstead. 

4th. A survey ofthe North branch of the Susquehan- 
na, from Northumberland to the New York line, by Mr. 
Bennet, of Luzerne county, under the immediate su- 
perintendence of Judge Scott, a member of the board. 

Sth. A’survey of routes, through Cumberland and 
Franklin counties; to the Potomac river, and by the 
Conococheague or Monocasey and Conewago, to the 
Susquehanna, by John Mitchell, Esq. of Centre county. 

All these surveys and examinations have been per- 
formed, according to the instructions of the board, and 
of the last, a satisfactory report has been received. But 
owing to the great length of line entrusted to judgeGed- 
des, and the sickness of Mr. White, and most of bis par- 
ty for a portion of the season; these gentlemen have not 
yet had time to prepare the estimates, and furnish the 
drafts required. Mr. Bennet is still confined to his bed; 
by afever, contracted while in the service of the board; 
so that no official account of his operations has yet been 
forwarded: 

From these remarks, it will be perceived, that as to 
four of the surveys enumerated, the board have not yet 
materials for a satisfactory report. But as the 8th sec- 
tion of theact of 1825, is construed to require such a 
communication, within thirty days after each meeting of 
the legislature, and as within that period, existing defi- 
ciencies may not probably be supplied, they have deem- 


ed it advisable to make, at this time, a report of their 


proceedings, under the act for commencing the Penn- 
sylvania canal, and to rely upon the indulgence of the 
legislature, until the other interesting subjects confided 
to their care, shall be completed and matured. 

By reference to the act of 11th of April, 1825 it will 
be seen that two routes mentioned therein have not yet 
received the attention of the board, namely—that the 
route from Philadelphia, through Lancaster and Ches- 
ter counties to the Susquehanna, and the one to connect 
the line of the proposed Chesapeake and Ohio canal 
with the Juniata route. The board have postponed 
these examinations with a view to economy in their ex- 
penditure of the public money. The chief value of 
either,must depend upon the execution of other objects, 
which are not yet decided on; and there will be ample 
time for making these surveys, when the great works 
alluded to, shalt have been actively commenced: 

Witkout further remarks, the board pass to a state- 
ment of their proceeding, under the act of 25th Febru- 
ary; — for the commencement of the Pennsylvania 
cana 

In pursuance of the act, Generat Abner Lacock and 
Charles Mowry, Esq. have been appointed acting com- 
missioners, and have performed the duties prescribed 
by law, the former on the western, and the lattcr on the 
eastern division of the canal. 

On the 10th March, 1826, William Strickland, Esq , of 
Philadelphia, was employed as engineer, in the service 
of the board, and was directed forthwith, to commence 
the location of a canal from the river Swatara. On the 
17th of May, Mf. Strickland reported to the board, 
then in session, at Harrisburg, his plan for the work, ac- 
companied by proper profiles, drafts and estimates, all 
of which are herewith presznted. The plan was approv- 
ed, except as ta the place and mode of taking water 
from the Susquehanna, which were deenred' to involve 
questions of too much importance to be hastily decided, 
and were accordingly postponed to a future meeting of 


vice. In the mean while, proposals for contracts were 
directed to be issued, according to law, and the engineer 
was instructed to prepare the line for active operation. 
On the 15th of June, the board again met in Harris- 
burg, and at the suggestion of Mr. Roberts, the engineer 
of the western division, whose presence and counsel Had 
been requested, determined on lower Foster’s feef, near 
the lower end of Peter’s mountain; as the point for tak- 
ing the water from the river. They determined, also, 
to avoid a dam in the Susquehanna, as proposed by Mr. 
Strickland, by sinking the upper level of the canal, four 
feet and a half below the surface of the river, at its, 
lowest stage. With these alterations, the location of 
Mr. Strickland was approved, and on the 11th of Juney 
received the sanction of the Governor. The general 
dimensions of the canal were fixed as follows: 


Width at the water line, : - 40 feet. 
Width at bottom, : : - 28 feet. 
Depth, - - - - : 4 feet. 


For reasons however; which will appear hereafter, 
that portion of the canal from Harrisburg to the mouth of 
the Juniata, was directed to be made three feet wider at 
the top and bottom, six inches deeper, and to have a de- 
scent of one inch and a half to the mile. The size of 
locks for this division, was fixed at 17 feet if width, and 
90 feet in length, within the chamber. 

The whole length of this division of the canal is twen- 
ty two miles and a half, with séven lift locks, one guard 
lock and one regulating lock; and the expense, as ori- 
ginally estimated by Mr. Strickland, 405,511 dollars. & 
large portion of the ground through which it passes, is 
highly favorable; but serious obstacles exist at Kittatiny, 
Peter’s and Short mountains, which serve greatly to 
swell the expense. In the beginning of July, thirty 
days notice having been given, according to law, the 
line was let out to contractors upon terms very favoura- 
ble to the commonwealth, and considerably within the 
estimate of the engineer. In some cases however, they 
proved to be ruinously lows and abandonments have 
been the consequence. 

The contractors began to assemble with their work- 
men, early in August. Since that time the greatest ac- 
tivity has prevailed along the whole life. For particu« 
lars of the progress and present state of the work, the 
board refer to the reports of the acting commissioner 
and engineer, hereto annexed. From these reports it 
appears, that some sections of the canal are nearly com- 
pleted—and that about one thitd of the whole excava- 
tion has been accomplished. It appears also, that the 
work done on this division up to the 2d December; 
1826, cost 46,517 dollars 13 cents, and the sum requisit 
for its completion, is estimated at 296,400 dolls. It wil 
be seen too, from the report of Mr. Strickland, that the 
point and mode of taking water from the Susquehanna, 
have become subjects of reconsideration. Fortunately, 
this part of the work is yet in such a state as to admit of 
alteration, if the board shall think it necessary, without 
additional expense. A letter from Mr. Wintes propo- 
sing a plan analogous to that of Mr. Strickland, is annex- 
ed hereto, by way of illustration. 

To that portion of Mr. Mowry’s report, which relates 
to the assessment of damages, the board will invite spe- 
cial attention. Some change in the existing law is indis- 
pensable, to guard the interests of the commonwealth. 
Upon the compromises reported, by him, they would 
remark, that his agreements with Hise and Lowman, for 
a lot of ground, and with George Parson, for a barn de- 
stroyed, have been finally confirmed, and the others 
postponed for further consideration. _ 

In connexion with this subject, a brief account may 
properly be given of the negociations attempted by the 
board, under the directions of the legislature, with the 
Harrisburg canal, fire insurance and water company.— 
By an act of 25th February last, the canal commis 
sioners were authorised, “to agree with the company 
for taking water from the canal for supplying the bo} 
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reugh of Harrisburg with water, and for propelling ma- to begin on the opposite side of the Allegheny river,be- 


chinery,”’ if it could be done without disadvantage to the 
commonwealth; and by act of April Sth the period for 
making such agreement, was limited to the first June 
following. 

The board entered upon this duty in a spirit of ac- 
commodation, and with the sincere hope that all diffi- 
culties might be adjusted, without committing the inter- 
ests of the state, or matcrially impairing those of the 
Harrisburg company. 

Notice was accordingly given, to the president of that 
company, that the board would assemble in Harrisburg, 
on the 17th May, with a view to this object. The board 
having organized, its first act was to propose a confer- 
ence with the managers of the company. The propo- 
sal was accepted, and a negociation continued, partly in 
writing and partly by conference, until the evening of 
the 19th, when a letter was received from the president 
of the company, explicitly dectining any further cem- 
munication. During thisinterval the board made every 
advance, that could possibly be reconciled with their 
sense of duty, and having done all in their power, with- 
out success, considered themselves relieved from any 
responsibility. They resolved, nevertheless, that the 
borough of Harrisburg, should be accommodated, as far 
as practicable, without injury to the public. When, 
therefore, the route of the canal was finally located, and 
its dimensions fixed, an increased size was given to the 
upper portion, in order that surplus water might be af- 
forded for the use of the berough, and for propelling 
machinery, at some future time. It was believed that 
the sale of water rights, upon moderate terms, would 
more than repay the add:tional expense, v hile it would 
promote the prosperity of the town, and add materially 
to the comfort of its inhabitants. The views of the board, 
on this head, have undergone no change; and they look 
with confidence to the legislature for a confirmation of 
the plan, by giving them power to dispose of water 
rights, and to purchase on behalf of the state, such small 
portions of land, adjoining the canal, as may be necessa- 
ry for that purpose. 

On the 5th of April last, the board succeeded in ob- 
taining the services of Nathan S. Roberts, Esq. an expe- 
rienced engineer from the New York canal. He was in- 
structed to proceed forthwith to Pittsburg, and to locate 
the line of canal from thence to the Kiskiminetas. Mr. 
Roberts began his operations onthe Monongahela at the 
foot of Liberty street, in the city, and continued them 
with much activity, a distance of seventeen miles, up 
the east side of the Allegheny river. He then commu- 
nicated to the board: the result of his examinations, ex- 
pressing an opinion that a canal, on the east side, would 
be very expensive, and asking to be informed whether 
his instructions would justify an examination on the op- 
posite bank. In reply he was directed to examine both 
sides with the utmost care, and to furnish such an est 
mate of each as would enable the board to decide be- 
tween them. This was accordingly done; and from Mr. 
Roberts’ report, it appeared that a canal, on the east 
side, would cost the sum of 661,951 dolls. 51 cents— 
that it must be in danger of destruction from floods,and 
hill slips, and was in some places almost impracticable. 
From the same report it appeared that the expense of a 
canal, on the west side, from the mouth of the Kiskimin- 
etas, to end in the Allegheny river, opposite Pittsburg, 
would be 296,122 dollars—that the ground was, for the 
most part, favorable, and free from tue obstacles so for- 
midably presented on the eastern side. 

This report was laid before the board, at their meet- 
ing in Harrisburg, in the month of June. The contrast 
as presented between the two sides of the river, could 
have left no doubt which to select, but fer a remon- 
strance against a location on the western side, by two 
gentlemen, who appeared as representatives of the citi- 
zens of Pittsburg. ‘They contended, before the board, 
that by the terins of the law, the canal must commence 
within the chartered limits of the city of Pittsburg—-that 
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side violating the law, would be a serious blow to the 
welfare of their city; and that even should the western 
side be preferred for a portion of the route, the canak 
must cross by an aqueduct, rather than commence else- 
where than in the city. They urged, also, the expedi- 
ency of a location on the eastern side, for the whole dis~ 
tance. 

The board listened to these suggestions with an inter- 
est proportioned to the magnitude of the subject; and 
with the utmost anxiety to protect and advance the 
prosperity of Pittsburg. After repeated conferences 
with their engineer, and mature deliberation upon the 
facts before them, it was their unanimous opinion, that 
the difficulties of the eastern shore precluded the hope 
ofa canal on that side, within such limits of expense as 
ought to be incurred, thus leaving the simple alterna- 
tive of following the west bank all the way, or crossing 


from the east side at a point below its most serious 'im- 
pediments. 


Upon this alternative they were not disposed hastil 


to decide, nor did they deem a decision proper until 
further time for reflection, and an opportunity of exam- 
ining the ground had been afforded them. They resol- 
ved, therefore, to locate the canal from the mouth of the 
Kiskiminetas to that of Pine creek, about five miles 
above Pittsburg, (the latter point being agreed upon as 
most favorable for an aqueduct,) and to leave the re- 
maining part of the distance for determination at their 
next meeting. This partial location was accordingly 
made by resolution on the 19th of June, and on the 
same day received the sanction of the governor. An ad- 
vertisement for contracts was also directed to be made 
for that portion of the line thus definitively fixed. 

On the 3d of August the board met at Pittsburg, ex- 
pressly to determine the interesting questions pending 
in that quarter. That no professional aid, within their 
reach, might be wanting, Mr. Strickland was directed 
to repair to the spot, and the services of Major Doug- 
lass, professor of engineering at the United States mili- 
tary academy were also engaged. As an indispensable 
preliminary, the board, accompanied by Mr, Roberts, 
and by the gentleman last named, ascended the Alleghe- 
ny to the mouth of the Kiskiminetas, taking such a view 
of both sides of the river as served to inform them of the 
comparative difficulties. On their return, a committee 
of the citizens of Pittsburg was received to a conference 
with the board, who stated at large their views of the 
subject. These views differed from those presented by 
the former committee on one material point. The plan 
of an aqueduct over the Allegheny was strenuously op- 
posed, and a location on the eastern side, to the exclu- 
sion of all others, and for the whole distance, as strenu- 
ously insisted on. 

Having thus heard the opinions and wishes of the cit- 
izens of Pittsburg, as expressed by their committee, the 
board directed the engineers present to confer on the 
subject, and to report either jointly or severally, as the 
might agree. Major Douglass arid Mr. Strickland, ac- 
cordingly furnished a joint report, a copy of which is 
annexed hereto, Its substance is—I1st. That a canal on 
the east side would be attended with great and serious 
difficulty; but that in their opinion it is not impractica- 
ble. 2d. That the expense of such acanal would prob- 
ably equal Mr. Roberts’ estimate. 3d. That for facility 
of execution, and safety when made, a location on the 
west side, for the whole distance, would be decidedly 
preferable. 4th. That an aqueduct over the Alleghe- 
ny, constructed within a’ reasonable limit of expense, 
would not, in their opinion, be permanently safe; and 
finally, as « consequence of this last position, that they 
would prefer a location on the eastern side, for the whole 
distance, to one which should require the employment 
of an aqueduct. 

Mr Roberts, in his separate report, adhered to the 
view he had formerly taken, and recommended the 
adoption of the western side for the whole distance. He 
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annexed to it an estimate of such an aqueduct, as he | committee of the citizens of Pittsburg and requested 
deemed sufficient for conveying a feeder across the Al- | their assistance; but that thus far he has received from’ 
legheny, above the mouth of the Kiskiminetas which | them no certain information, nor has he been able to ob- 
he fixed at 72,000 dolls., leaving a difference of 291,000 | tain any, by his own exertions—so that the board is left 
dollars between the route proposed by him, (including |in the same situation, and with as few materials for a 
the aqueduct, ) and that on the eastern side. correct decision, as when the canal was first located to 
Amid such a conflict of opisiions, it became necessary | the city line. 
for the board to decide, and théy approached this part | | From all this it will appear, that the important ques- 
of their duty with a deep sense of responsibility to the | tions are yet undecided,.and will claim at an early day, 
public, as well as to the community most immediately | the attention of the board. Shall the late location be 
interested, | adhered to? and if so, at what point, shall it join the wa- 
It was the opinion of a majority of the board that the | ters of the Ohio? or shall the location be rescinded, and 
obstacles on the eastern side were too serious to be en- | a new one adopted, on the western side? 
countered; that the canal ought, if possible to terminate | This embarrassment, sufficiently perplexing in itself,’ 
in the Monongahela river, within the city of Pittsburg; | and perhaps involving most important interests, is in- 
and consequently, that it must cross the Allegheny, by an | creased in difficulty, by differences of opinion among in- 
aqueduct at Pine creek. ‘I hey did not doubt, that a lo- | telligent men, as to the meaning of the law, from which 
cation on the western side, for the whole distance, | alone the commissioners derive their authority. The 
would be safer and more economical. But they thought, | board has not doubted its power to conduct the canal 
the great importance of Pittsburg, as a member of the | through the city of Pittsburg, nor that a canal on the 
commonwealth; and the universal interest felt in its wel- | western side, from a point opposite that city, to the 





fare, would justify the expense of an aqueduct, for its mouth of the Kiskeminetas, would fall within the terms 


accommodation. 
This question was no sooner disposed of, than anoth- 
er not less difficult, arose. A doubt was suggested, 





and spirit of the act of assembly. If an immediate deci- 
sion upon these points, were required by the interests” 
of the public, they would not deem it proper, to wait 


whether the board had power, to pass the canal at plea- | for assistance from the legislature, in the way of explan- 
sure through the city, so as to enter the Monongahela, | ation. But as doubts have been expressed by individu- 
at the point most convenient to the inhabitants, especial- | als, whose opinions they respect, as to the power of the 
ly a’ much additional expense must be the conse- | board, on both these questions; and as the conducting’ 
quence, without material advantage, to the public at | of the canal through the city, must be attended with’ 
large. The choice of routes, for this purpose, and the | serious expense, perhaps not contemplated, by the fra- 
exact point of termination, must at all events be govern- | mers of the law, they have deemed it prudent to lay be- 
ed, by the probable damage to be occasioned to private | fore the legislature this exposition in order, that any 
property, and the probable extent to which releases | misapprehension of the meaning of the act, or the pow-" 
could be expected. And it followed, that until the lat- | er of the board, may be promptly corrected, by cémpe~’ 
ter points were ascertained, with some degree of cer-| tent authority. Should the legislature think proper, to 
tainty, it would be hazardous to locate, beyond the city | interpose their commands, it is respectfully hoped, that 
line. | they will either define, with exactness, what they ex- 
Frgm a combination of these views and opinions, re- | pect from the board, or give them a discretionary power 
sulted a resolution of the board, on the 9th of August, | not liable to be abridged, or doubted by construction. 
directing the canal, from the end of the location former-| _In detailing their proceedings, on the western division 
ly made, to be passed by an aqueduct, across the Alle- | of the Pennsylvania canal, the board have purposely de- 
gheny river, and thence to the line of the city of Pitts- | parted from exact chronological order. They deemed 
burg, upon such a level as to admit of being conducted, | it an object of primary importance, that the interesting 
ultimately, either into the Allegheny or Monongahela, question, which has caused to them, so much anxious 
or both. This location has since been made, and on the | thought, and has so seriously agitated the great western 
4th day of September, was approved by the governor. | emporium of the state, should be presented to the legis- 
At a subsequent meeting of the board, held at Phila- | lature, ata single view. If they have succeeded, in so 
delphia, in September last, this subject was again dis- | explaining the facts'that the public may understand, and 
cussed, on the question whether the portion last loca- | justly appreciate them, their object is accomplished.— 
ted, should be advertised for contracts. ‘There was yet | Resting with confidence on the decision of a tribunal; 
no certainty, that the object of the board, in crossing | which only errs when information is withheld, they re- 
the river, could be fully accomplished. That object | turn without further remark, to ahistory, of that por; 
had been the accommodation of Pittsburg, by ending | tion of the line, which is positively determined. 
the canal, at the steam boat harbor ofthe Monongahela, In connection with his report,upon the location of the 
instead of ending it in the Allegheny. For it was not | main canal, in the month of June, Mr. Reberts reported 
supposed, that if the canal were to terminate in the Al-/| the plan of a feeder, to commence at the Kiskiminetas; 
legheny, the convenience of the city would be promo- | about nine miles above its mouth, and passing down its 
ted, by crossing the river, in any degree proportioned | northern bank, to cross the Allegheny river, by an aque- 
to the increase of expense. Until, therefore, the prac- | duct, at the head of the main canal. The line of this 
ticability of reaching the Monongahela, at a reasonable | feeder has been run, and its practicability fully ascertain- 
cost, were satisfactorily determined, it would have been | ed; but for obvious reasons, it has not) et been put un: 
unwise to execute an expensive work, which in one | dercontract. ‘The question is yet to be decided, by a’ 
event, must be comparatively useless. ‘he board were | paramount authority, whether this feeder shall be a part 
still less disposed to incur such hazard, from a know- | of the greater communication from east to west, or shall 
ledge, that their decision-had not been satisfactory to | be adapted merely to the purpose for which the Board’ 
the peopie of Pittsburg, and that a false step must ex- | at present is competent to provide. Upon thé decision 
pose them to censure from the public, unrelieved by | of this question, preliminaries indispensable to the mas 
the consolation of having gratified those for whose ad- | king of contracts, depend. 
vantage it had been designed. It is proper here to remark, that the aqueduct neces- 
It was determined, therefore, to suspend the execu- | sary to convey a feeder across the Allegheny river, has” 
tion of this part of the work; and the acting commis- | no bearing upon the question of location on the eastern: 
sionef was instructed to ascertain what proportion of | or western side. Ineither case the canal must derive 
land owners, on the several routes through the city, de- | its supply from the water of the Kiskiminetas, brought 
signated by the engineer, would probably release their | by a feeder from a considerable distance up that stream, 
claims to damages. He now informs the board, that he | Should the Juniata route be adopted hereafter, this feed- 
promptly furnished a copy of his instructions to the | cr must become a part of the great communication from’ 
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east to west; and in a different event, will probably be 
continued some miles higher, in order to accommodate 
the valuable and increasing trade of the Conemaugh.— 
Keeping in view these two important objects, it can on- 
ly be constructed on the north bank of the Kiskiminetas, 
and consequently, had the eastern side of the Allegheny 
been preferred for the canal located this year, the water 
for its supply must have crossed the Kiskiminetas, on an 
aqueduct at its mouth where its width differs but a few 
feet, from that of the Allegheny. 
About the middle of August, regular notice having 
been given, the line of canal from Kiskiminetas to Pine 
creek, was let out to contractors upon terms more fa- 
vourable than could have been anticipated, and consid- 
erably below the Engineer’s estimate. Early m Sep- 
tember the work was begun, and has advanced since 
that time with great actiyity. The reports of the acting 
commissioners and engineer for this division, are hereto 
annexed, and will furnish the requisite information, as 
to its progress and present situation. It appears that 
288,192 cubic yards of earth, and 5,869 of rock have 
been excavated, and that 5,568 cubic feet of embank- 
ment have been made, besides considerable steps to- 
wards the erection of culverts aqueducts, locks and 
bridges. The feeder aqueduct over the Allegheny, 
heretofore spoken of, has been contracted for at $70,000, 
and is now in train for rapid execution. The exact cost 
of the work already performed, does not appear by the 
report of the acting commissioner. ‘This may be set 
down at $40,000, and it is estimated, that the further 


sum of $822,061 14 will be necessary to complete the | 


line, now under contract, namely— 


For excavation $96,967 93 
For locks, culverts and small aqueducts, 50,044 21 
For the large feeder aqueduct over the = 
Allegheny, 70,000 00 
For bridges, 5,045 00 





$222,067 14 

if the canal shall hereafter cross the Allegheny, at 
Pine creek, a sum not less than $85,000 must be allowed 
for the aqueduct, and the further sum of $46,946 62 for 
the remaining distance, between the end of the aque- 
duct, and the termination at Pittsburg, according to the 
late estimate of Mr. Roberts. So that the whole sum, 
yet required for this division of the canal, according to 
its present location, exclusive of damages to private 
property, not yet ascertained, is $354,007 76. If, on 
the contrary,the present location be rescinded, and the ca- 
nal continued down the west side, so as to end in the 


Allegheny, opposite Pittsburg, the $85,000 will be sa- | 
i 355,407 36, must be added, for the distance 


between Pine creek and Pittsburg, making the whole 
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at Pittsburg was finished. The presence of Major Dong- 
lass, at that time, and his willingness to engage for a few 
weeks,in the service of the board,induced aresolution that 
the line of the French creek feeder should be surveyed, 
and its expense estimated, under his direction. Major 
Douglass embarked in this undertaking, with great zeal, 
and though retarded by the difficulty of procuring in- 
struments, and collecting a party, at so shurt a notice, 
finished it to the satisfaction of the beard, within the con- 
templated time. 

A strict adherence to the distinction made between 
the duties of the board, at the commencement of this 
report, would lead at this time, toa particular account 
of Major Douglass’ operations. But they partake of the 
character of preliminary surveys,and are moreover, inti- 
mately corinected with others, which must be the sub- 
jects ofa future communication, the board have deem- 
ed it most advisable to pass them for the present, and to 
include them in their general report of the examinations 
of the past season. 

The board have now given a concise narrative of their 
proceedings, under the act of last session, for the com- 
mencement of the Pennsylvania canal. Whatever of de- 
tail may be necessary to fill up the sketch, will appear 
by the document annexd to this report. Facts have been 
stated without comment, and all speculations upon the 
policy or prospects of internal improvement in Pennsyl- 
| vania, are intentionally avoided. At no very distant day 
the board hope to present such information as has been 
developed by the surveys of the past year; information 
which must ina great measure guide thé decisions of 
the legislature. ‘hey, therefore, reserve all general 
observations for an opportunity, which seems to them, 
| more strictly appropriate. 

Before closing the present communication, it is 
thought proper officially to announce, that at the recent 
_ session in the city of Philadelphia, a letter was received 
| from John Sergeant, Esq. tendering his resignation as 
| president of the board. ‘lhe ability and candor with 
| which this gentleman bas presided over the past opera- 
| tions, and the forecasting solicitude with which, even at 
| the hurried moment of departure from his country, he 

dwelt upon the future, will be recollected by his col- 
leagues, with gratitude and respect. Norcan the Com- 
/monwealth fail to derive essential advantages from his 
disinterested, presevering and judicious labours. His 
| absence at this peculiar moment, is regarded asa serious 
_ misfortune, relieved indeed, by the hope, that he may 
| return in time for the active operations of the ensuing 
| year, and by the recollection, that the whole nation has 
now the benefit of services, of which the commonwealth 
is deprived. 

The board have elected William Darlington, Esq. 








estimated cost yet to be incurred $277,468 50. The | their president, in the room ot Mr. Sergeant. , 


length of line now under contract on the western division” 
is 24 miles and seven chains, with 36 feet lockage, dis- 
tributed among five locks. The 
of the aqueduct at the Kiskiminetas, to the bottom of 
the river at Pittsburg, is 81 feet, so that 45 additional 
feet of lockage will be required to complete the com- 
munication. ‘The remaining distance by the eastern 
side, is 5 miles 33 chains, that on the western side, 5 
miles and 52 chains. 

Besides the construction of the two lines of canal al- 
ready spoken of, the act of 25th February, 1826, directs 
the Board, ‘‘assoon as they shall deent it expedient and 
practicable, to construct a navigable feeder of a canal 
from French creek, to the summit level, at Conneaut 
Lake, sufficient to conyey at least two hundred and 
twenty one cubic feet of water per second, and to sur- 
vey and locate the route of a canal from thence to lake 

rie.” 

Considerable anxiety having been manifested by the 


} 


| American Silk over that of other countries, and to point 
_ out the best mode of employing it in a profitable man- 





By order of the board, 
WILLIAM DARLINGTON, Pres’t. 


The total fall from the top | Josepn M’Itvirnr, Sec’ty. 


Philadelphia, Dec. 11, 1826. 





AMERICAN SILK—NO. XVI. 


Itis time to put an end to these essays. The favor 


| with which they have beeen received has induced me 
\ 


ew extend them further than I should otherwise have 


done. My object was only to show the supefiority of 


ner. If! have succeeded in these respects in proving 
to the satisfaction ofthe reader, the assertions that I 
have made, my end is completely attained. 

The culture of Silk has, from the first colonization of 
this country, more or less engaged the attention of the 
American people; and yet, nothing has resulted from it 





inhabitants of the northwestern section of the state, that | beyond the fabrication of an inferior kind of sewing silk, 
some steps should be taken towards the performance of | which can only be applied to domestic uses. Those 
this duty during the past season, the board determined | who have written on the subject have in vain endea- 
to visit the Conneaut summit, as soon as their business | voured to discoyer the causes of this failure. Dr. Pas 
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calis (Practical Instructions, p.26,) says, thatit may be | authority, the work of Archibald Stevenson,an English- 


accounted for by circumstances independent of the cli- 
mate;and so far he is right; but he does not specify what 
those circumstancesare, reserving it for future numbers 
of his useful work, It appears to me that the whole 
can be referred to one single cause—the want of know- 
jedge of the arf to transform the prod'ice of the Ameri- 
can silk worm into a saleable article. The cocoons, it is 
well known, cannot cross the seas; if they are more than 
ten dayson the water, they are liable to become mouldy; 
it is therefore necessary that the silk should be extracted 
trom them, before it can be transported to the countries 
where itis manufactured. But that cannot be profita- 
bly done, without a perfect knowledge of the art of 
roe in the manner that is required abroad, to suit 
the different kinds of stuffs to be made out of it, and 
that art, simple as it may appear, requires much time 
and labour to acquire, in order to make the material fit 
for sale under the name_of raw si/k. And then it is not 
yet ready to go to the loom; but it must undergo four 
different preparations, which require a great deal of 
costly machinery, which bas been partly described in 
the 12th and 15th numbers of these @8says. So long at, 
least, as the art of making exportable silk shall not have 
been introduced into this country, there will be no suf- 
ficient inducement for the American farmers seriously to 
attend to the culture of the silk worm. 


The author whom I have just cited, and who wrote 
before these essays appeared, seems to have been well 
aware of the folly ofemploying the beautiful silk of this 
country in the manufacture of an inferior kind of sewing 
silk. ‘*Why,” says he, in the work above cited, p. 36, 
“is the best silk employed and turned into sewing silk, 
for which there is always waste or inferior silk enough; 
and why isnot the best silk kept for the loom?” The an- 
swer is obyious—Because the people do not know how 
to prepare it in any other shape, so as to make it fit for 





Ne 
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which they are covered, and call them raw silk; but no- 
body Mill purchase that article to be «xported abroad, 
so that nothing remains but to convert it into sewing silk, | 


man, who made a report of these facts to the Royal So- 
ciety of London. Ihave never seen that work, nor the 
report alluded to. 

The learned doctor further states that the same thing 
tookplace in Italy, and that he is in possession of facts 
and documents to attest it. Then he asks why the me- 
thod of Dandolo and Bonafous, with their thermometers, 
&c. has become so fashionable, and he answers, with 
great propriety, think,that by those means it is thought 
that a greater quantity of silk is produced. Admitting 
that to be a fact, that method may be usefully followed 
in countries which, like Italy and the southern provin- 
ces of France, have a limited territory; but in this wide- 
ly extended country, where, without artificial heat, the 
cocoons produce one third more silk than they do in 
Europe with all their thermometers and other artificial 
means, there seems to be no reason why those Europe- 
an methods should be adopted,at least for a considerable 
time. 

Little more now remains for me to say. Ihave been 
asked what part of the United States I thought best suit- 
ed for the establishment of silk manufactories, and par- 
ticularly for the preparation of raw silk. I donot know 
enough of this country to answer this question compara- 
tively. All I can say is, thatI believe Philadelphia to 
be extremely well suited to that purpose: Ist, because 
it is essentially a manufacturing town; 2d, because of its 
vicinity to the great seasports of New York and Balti- 
more, and because it is itself well suited for foreign com- 
merce; 3d, because I know by experience that this and 
the neighboring States are capable of producing excel- 
lent cocoons and beautiful silk; 4th, because of the 
lightness of the Schuylkill water, which quality, in réel- 
ing, greatly contributes to the beauty of the silk; and 
lastly, because of the tenderness of the leaf of the mul- 


| berry tree, greatly exceeding that of those of Europe; 
sale. They extract from the cocoons the filaments with | 


but this may not be peculiar to Pennsylvania and its vi- 
cinity. 

As I was going to conclude, I have been credibly in- 
formed that samples of the silk produced by American 


which can only be disposed of in barter among country | cocoons have been shewn to some of the principal silk 
neighbours. But hear what the same author says again ; manufacturers at Lyons, in France, and that they have 
on this subject, in the prospectus of his Silk Culturist: | all admired its beauty, and expressed a wish to be sup- 
—**The value and use of silk, as a staple or produce of | plied with it in the way of commerce. : The only defect 
the country, or as a commercial article of manufacture, | that was found was in the filature, which was not such 
cannot be well ascertained, save when there is a proper | aS to suit the purpose of the manufacturers, and there- 


and certain scale, whereby to judge of its quantity and 
quality, then it becomes a fangible capital, readily dispo- 
sable by those who possess it, and are acquainted with 
the call ordemand for it, and where or how to barter 
for it.” 





fore they would not purchase it in that form. 
Ihave said all, and a great deal more than it was my 


intention to say when I began these Fssays. But the 


subject seems inexhaustible. Nevertheless, I perceive 
that it is time for me to conclude. I therefore take my 


I have thought it my duty to give credit to Dr. Pas- respectful leave of the American public, to whom I have 
calis for these very sound reflections, which, as he is | thought that the results of a long experience in practi- 


nota practical man, and wrete before I suggested for 
the first time in these essays the plan of preparing raw 
silk asan article 8f foreign commerce, evince an un- 
common degree of sagacity, and a mind accustomed to 
tracing effects totheir proper causes, 
The same gentleman, ina recent letter, informs me 
of a fact of which I was not aware, and which would 
tend to show that silk worms might be raised as well 
without artificial heat in the south of France as in this 
country. He says that above sixty years ago the peas- 
ants of the Cevennes raised more and better silk in ther 
miserable huts, with broken panes, without fire and 
without thermometers, than the gentlemen and ladies of 
Toulouse, in their handsome apartments, well closed, 
and often hanged with tapestry, and warmed with good 
fires, in consequence of which a warm controversy arose 
between the respective partizans of the town and coun- 
try methods. In order to put an end to it, the local go- 
vernment was obliged to permit an experiment to be 
made ina public garden, under tents, sheltered only 
from the wind andrain. It succeeded so well, that the 
possibility of raising silk worms without artificial heat 
was affirmatively decided. The doctor quotes as his 


cal arts which haye never yet been introduced into this 
country, would not be unacceptable, If I have succee- 
ded in pointing out in a sufficiently clear and satisfacto- 
ry manner, a new and untrodden rvad to national wealth, 
and it has been my good fortune, by my simple state- 
ments, to convince the understandings of those to whom 
the essays are particularly addressed—I mean the men 
of enlarged minds, to whom the country looks up as 
their instructors and their guides in the thorny paths of 
national policy—I shall have cause to rejoice in the suc- 
cess of my boldness in thus intruding myself upon the 
attention of a great and enlightened people. 
[st Oct. 1829. J. DSHOMERGUE, 


Chester, Penn. October 9. 
The Leiper Canal.-—Vhis Canal, the work of our en- 
terprising and public spirited fellow-citizen, George G. 
Leiper, Esq., was yesterday filled with water, and his 
new Canal Boat, the William Strickland, passed the 
whole line of canal, up to the quarry. The Volunteer 
Battalion of this county, with their band of music, and 
a band from the city, we are informed, were present, tq 

give life to the interesting scene ' 
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LAW CASE. 
On the 113th page of our 3d vol. will be found the 


decision of the following case in the Disrrier Court of 


the U. S., and the charge of the learned Judge. 


CIRCUIT COURT OF THE UNITED STATES. 
April Sessions, 1829 ..-Wasutneron, Justice. 
Davis & Brooks vs. The Brig Seneca, Capt. Levely, 


LAW CASE. 


[| OcToBER 





it neverwas his intention to send her to sea under the com- 
mand of the person mentioned in the petition, his de- 
termination being to command her himself on the pro- 
jected voyage. 

The new evidence taken in this Court tended to 
prove the following facts: © 

1. That the petitioners objected to incurring any ex- 


| pense for the repairs or outfit of the vessel for a voyage 


to be conducted by the respondent as her master. 


; pret ownny, 2. That they expressed their willingness to take pos- 
This case came before this Court by appeal from the | session of the brig, and to employ her under a skilful 
District Court, in which a petition was filed on the 4th of | master, and to give bonds to account for her earnings; 
December last, by Davis & Brooks, merchants of the city | or to sell their moiety of her to the respondent for 1500 
of New York, stating that they were owners of one half) dollars, as she stood, before she was repaired. 


of the brig Seneca, then lying in the port of Philadel- # That they offered to the agent Oo the respondent, 


phia, and that the remaining half part belonged to Capt. | that the brig should go to sea under another master than 
Henry Levely; that Capt. Levely had had possession | the respondent, and that they sent en a person to take 
of the brig for several months, having the sole control | command of her; but possession of her was refused.— 
thereof, and had proceeded on certain voyages to the | That a specific voyage to Wilmington, in North Caroli- 
detriment and dissatisfaction of the late part owners, | na, was proposed by Henshaw, under whom the peti- 
(from whom the brig was purchased by the petitioners,) | tioners claimed, and who acted as the representative of 





and then again threatened to take the vessel to sea} the petitioners claiming a lien on the vessel. 


without the consent of the petitioners, and to their great 


After argumen®in this Court, by Messrs. Wharton 


detriment; the petitioners further stated that finding | and Sergeant for the appellants, and Messrs. Binney and 


themselves in a very inconvenient situation by the con- 
duct of Capt. Levely, they had repeatedly offered to 
sell their share to him at a reasonable price, or to pur- 
chase his share on sufficient terms, or to sell the entire 
vessel at a public sale, or to send her to sea with a mas- 
ter appointed by themselves; but that the said Captain 
Levely had obstinately refused to adopt either of these 
courses, and persisted in declaring that he would take 
the vessel to sea. 

In consideration of these circumstances, the petition- 
ers prayed an attachment against the vessel, and a cita- 


| the bar. 





Chauncey for the appellee, the opinion of the Court was 


| pronounced by 


Wasurnetos, J. The novelty, as well as the difficul- 
ty of this case, well entitled it to the labor, the talents, 
and the learning which have been bestowed upon it at 
It is not my intention to follow the counsel 
over the whole ground which they have so ably occu- 
pied, much less to express an opinion upon many ofthe 
topics which they have discussed. In the unsettled state 
of admiralty jurisdiction and admiralty law in the Uni- 
ted States, 1 think it the safest course to advance step 


tion to Capt. Levely to shew cause, why the court | by step in deciding the many new, and often intricate 
should not grant an order for the sale of the said vessel; questions to which those subjects may give rise. Influ- 


or why the petitioners should not be permitted to send 
her to sea with a master appointed by themselves. The 
attachment and citation were granted—and after argu- 
ment, the judge of the District Court (Judge Hopkin- 
son) delivered an elaborate opinion against the authori- 
ry of the court to order a sale of the vessel, and decreed 
that neither of the prayers of the petitioners could be 
granted and that the petition be dismissed. 


From this decree the petitioners appealed. After the 
cause came into this Court, the appellants obtained leave 
to amend their petition, which amended petition, after 
repeating the various offers made by them to the res- 
pondent, as set forth in the original petition, and with 
more precision as to the last of them, states their offer 
that the brig should be sent tosea on a designated voy- 
age, under the charge ofa master to be agreed upon by 
both parties-—all which offers were refused. That the 
respondent has obtained and now retains possession of 
the brig, in an illegal manner, and against the will of the 

etitioners;—that he has recently appointed a master to 
eee her, without the assent of the petitioners, and 
now threatens to send her on a voyage under the per- 
son so appointed by himself, without their concurrence 
and against their consent, whereby they will be depri- 
ved a tir moiety of the profits of the vessel. The 





enced by this consideration, [ shall confine my observa- 


| tions to the precise case before me; which, frem the 


amended pleadings, and the new evidence exhibited in 
this Court, I find to be that of joint owners of a vessel, 
having equal interes/s in her, each willing and desirous to 
employ her in navigation, but upon his own terms, and 
neither willing to do so upon any other. The terms up- 
on which the appellants desire it are, that she may be 
commanded by a master of their appointment, and, at 
all events, that Levely should not be that master. The 
appellee objects altogether to those terms, and claims to 
take her to sea under his sole command. It is manifest, 
therefore, that the difference between these owners, is 
not, whether the vessel shall be employed, but which 
of them shall be entitled to appoint the master; and,that 
upon this point, all prospect of compromise is hopeless. 
They do not differ, it is true, as to the destination of the 
vessel, because, until this preliminary matter of disa- 
greement was adjusted, it was unnecessary for either to 
propose, or to discuss the expediency of any particular 
voyage. But I considerit to be entirely unimportant to 
the decision of this case, whether the subject of differ- 
ence be the appointment of the master, or the particular 
destination of the vessel, if the consequence in either 
case, as to the employment of the vessel, must be the 


prayer is, that the respondent may be restrained from | same. 


taking or sending the brig to sea, and that a sale of the 


In this state of things, the respondent, assuming to 


brig may be decreed, or that the petitioners may be per- | act as master, and insisting to undertake a voyage in op- 


mitted to send the vessel to sea on a voyage proposed 
by them. 


position to the will, and to the equal rights of the other 
part owners, the latter applied by petition to the Dis- 


The amended answer denies that the offers stated in | trict Court to decree a sale of the joint property, or that 


the amended petition were made;—it states that the res- 
pondent proposed to the petitioners that she should be 
fitted out and employed, but that they refused to ex- 
pend a dollar upon her, and would rather see her rot at 
the wharves than have any thing to do with her;—that 
the respondent then determined to fit her for sea; and 
after he had fully repaired her, at great expense, and 
was ready to proceed to sea, he was stopped by the 
process issued from the District Court;—he affirms that 





they might be permitted to send the vessel to sea under 
a master of their own appointment. The important 
question presented by this petition was, had that court 
jurisdiction and authority to decree a sale, and a diyi- 
sion of the proceeds? 

As preliminary to the investigation of this question, I 
not only admit, but insist, 

First, that the judicial power of the U. States under 
the constitution—and the jurisdiction of the District 
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Courts, undet the 9th section of the judiciary act of 1789 | 
—embrace all cases of a maritime nature, whether they 
be particularly of admiralty cognizance or not. 

Second, that this jurisdiction, and the law regulating 
its exercise, are to be souglit for in the general maritime 
law of nations, and are not confined to that of England, 
or of any other particular maritime nation. 

Lastly, that the present is a case of admiralty and mar- | 
itime cognizance, since it involyesa dispute between 
part-owners of a vessel, concerning the disposition atid 
employment of her in navigating the sea. 

But these positions; if they be correctly taken and ad- 
mitted, overcome only a part of the difficulties which 
this case presents. We are still left to inquire, does this | 
maritime law authorize a sale of the property in a case 
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room for doubt as to the true exposition of this article. 
In his first volume, page 385, he says: ‘*The case ex- 
cepted in this article is, when ‘the opinions of the par- 
ties are equally divided on the undertaking of some 
voyage,’ upon which we may remark, that the question 
is not of two equal opinions, of which one is to leave 
the vessel without any kind of voyage, and the other to 
undertake such or such a voyage, there being no doubt 
in that case that the opinion favourable to a voyage 
ought to prevail, saving the right to discuss the pro- 
jected voyage; but solely, of the case of two opinions, 
equally divided upon the particular enterprise projected 
by one moiety of the persons interested, and rejected 
by the other moiety, whether that moiety proposes on 
its part another voyage, or confines itself to a disap- 


like the present? and where is that law to be found? For | proval of it, provided, nevertheless, that it gives plausible 
I cannot agree with the appellant’s Counsel, that if the | reasons for ils conduct; otherwise this would have the air 
Jurisdiction of the Court be established, the authority | of an absolute refusal to permit the vessel to be navi- 
follows as acorollary. The Circuit Courts of the Uni-| gated, which justice could not tolerate, being contrary 
ted States have a common law jurisdiction in all the ca-| to the object of the vessel, to the original intention of 


_ Hebden, 1 Wils. 101, and that of the Apollo, 1 Haggard, 


ses to which it is extended by the Constitution and Acts 
of Congress: but the rules by which they are authorised | 
to decide on any given case, must be sought for in the 
law of the land. 

Where then is the law applicable to this case to be 
found? Not in the practice, or adjudications, of the 
Admiralty Court of England. The case of Ouston vs. 


305, are conclusive both against the jurisdiction and the 
authority of that Court. 

We next pass to those great sources of maritime ju- 
risprudence, the Rhodian laws and the laws of Oleron 
and Wisbury, in neither of which do we find any provi- | 
sion made for a case sim lar to the present. 

Our attention is then invited to the civil law, or rath- 
er to the Roman marine code, another legitimate source 
of general maritime law; in which we find sundry wise 
provisions for adjusting disputes between part owners of | 


the parties, and to the interests of commerce.” 
This article, thus explained, embraces the present 


case, unless it could be successfully contended that 
| there is a substantial difference between a disagreement 
| respecting the particular voyage proposed and discuss- 
_ ed, and the appointment of the master to conduct the 


voyage. The reason strikes me to be the same in the 
one case as inthe other,and the consequence to the 
parties, (o their original intention, to the object of the 
vessel, and to the interests of commerce, are precisely 
the same. In the one case as in the other, the vessel 
must remain unemployed, since neither owner can, 
otherwise than tortiously, send her to sea, against the 
will of the other. And were he to persist in doing so, 
is there no power in a Court possessed of general mari- 
time jurisdiction, to restrain him? Lam not prepared to 


| admit so monstrous a legal solecism as the denial of this 


authority would seem to imply. 


vesselsfromwhich tlre 3 following rules may bededuced.| But the ordinance provides that the party objecting 

1. That the opinion and decision of the majority in| to the voyage must assign a plausible reason for his 
interest of the owners, concerning the employment of conduct, in order to renal a presumption that his ob- 
the vessel, is to govern, and therefore they may, on ary | jection is founded on an unwillingness to employ the 
probable design, freight out or send the ship to sea, | vessel at all. And is it not more than a plausible reason 
though against the will of the minority. | for one owner to allege his equal right to employ the 

2. But if the majority refuse to employ the vessel, person to whose care his property is to be entrusted, 
though they cannot be compelled to it by the minority; | und to object to the one selected by the other owner, 
neither can their refusal keep the vessel idle, to the in-! upon the ground of his want of confidence in the skill 
jury of the minority or to the public detriment: & since | or in the integrity of the person so selected? I am far 


in such a case the minority can neither employ ker them- | 
selves nor force the majority to do so, the vessel may be | 
valued and sold. | 

3: If the interests of the owners be equal, and they | 
differ about the employment of the vessel, one half be- | 
ing in favor of employing her, and the other opposed to | 
it, in that case the willing owner may send her out. 

It is manifest that ncither of these rules applies to the 
present case, in which there are no unequal interests and | 
no unwilling owner, each being desirous, and equally so, | 
to employ the vessel. : | 
In the further prosecution of our inquiries,we are nat- | 
urally lead to an examination of the marine code of 
France, —to those celebrated ordinances of Louis XIV. 
published to the maritime nations of Europe as early as 
the year 1681. The 5th and 6th articles of this code, 
cited and learnedly commented upon by Valin, p. 564, 
will alone be noticed. The former is substantially the 
same as the first rule of the Roman law, before referred 
to.—The latter is as follows: 

‘**No person may constrain his partner to proceed to 
the public sale of a ship held in common, except the 
opinions of the owners be equally divided about the un- 
dertaking of some voyage.” 

Therg is certainly some ambiguity in the phraseolo- 
gy of this article, and, unexplained, it might be con- 
strued to mean no more than is expressed in the third 
rule of the Roman law before noticed, applying to 


owners having equal interests. But Valin leaves no! 


Vou. IV. 32 


‘ would rather seem that, on account of their maritims 


from saying, or even believing, that, in point of fact, the 
objection to Captain Levely 1s well founded, since there 
is no proof in the Cause to substantiate it; but if it be 
honestly entertained by the appellants, it is not for this 
Court to decide that it is futile, and merely urged as a 
pretext for detaining the vessel in port. 

Having ascertained the true meaning of this article 
of the French marine ordinances, its authority, or the 
influence which it should have in deciding this cause;is 
next to be considered. 

It is insisted by the counsel for the appellee, that this 
article is nothing mere than a part of the local law of 
France, founded ufon the Roman law of licitation, 
adepted by France, applicable to the partition of pro- 
perty, moveable and immfioveable, which is held in com- 
mon by two or more persens, which, without a sale; 
could not be otherwise conveniently diyided between 
them; and, in support of this argument, it is remarked, 
that the expressions of the article are all negative, and 
must necessarily refer to some other code whenever the 
accepted case shall occur. 

The ingenuity and the imposing appearance of this 
argument are freely acknowledged; but it will not, E 
think, bear a close examination. For, admitting the ge- 
neral law of licitation to have formed a part of the local 
law of France, it does not follow that an ordinance re- 
straining and qualifying that law in cases, and in relation 
to subjects purely maritime in their nature, should like: 
wise form a part of the local law of that country. It 
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character, it was deemed proper to withdraw such sub- 
jects from the local, for the purpose of incorporating 
them into the general marine code of the nation. That 
the 5th article is of this description, has not been ques- 
tioned; it was no doubt copied from the Roman mari- 
time code, which having also provided for cases of dis: | 
putes between the owners of unequal interests, as well 
as between those having equal interests in one event only, 
it wouldseem as if the 6th article had been introduced 
for the purpose of perfecting the system, by affording a 
remedy, in another event for which the Roman Jaw had 
made no provision. It is most obvious, in short, that 
Valin, as well as other jurists who have treated of these 
articles, have considered them, not as parts of the com- 
mon, but of the maritime Jaw of France, and we find 
provisions similar to them in principle introduced into 
the Code de Commerce of that country. 

That the ordinances of Louis X1V. are not of binding 
authority upon the maritime courts of other countries, I 
freely admit; but as affording evidence of the general 
maritime law of nations, they have been respected by 
the maritime courts of all nations, and adopted by most, 
if not by all of them, on the continent of Europe. We 
are informed that this code was compiled from the pre- 
vailing maritime regulations of France, and of other na- 
tions, as well as from the experience of the most re- 
spectable commercial men of France. And why should 
not such parts of it as are purcly of a general maritime 
character, which are adapted to the commercial state of 
this country, and are not inconsistent with the munici- 
pal regulations by which our courts are governed, be 
followed by the Courts of the United States in ques- 
tions of a maritime nature? I leave this question to be 
answered by those who would restrain the admiralty ju- 
risdiction of the District Court within the limits allowed 
by the Common Law Courts of England to be exercised 


to the present case, and I shall therefore reverse the 
sentence of the District Court, and decree a sale of this 
vessel. 

My opinion, I acknowledge, was very different when 
this cause was opened, from that which I now entertain. 
I had read that which was pronounced in the District 
Court by the learned judge of that Court, with an entire 
conviction of its correctness. But the new evidence 
which has been introduced in this Court, presents, in at 
least one most essential particular, a different case from 
that which was submitted to the view of that — 
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Taken at the State Capitol, Harrisburg, by Wi1tu14M 
Mcseraye, Librarian. 
SEPTEMBER—1829. 

Thermometer. |. Barometer. | Days of the Month. | Wind. 
Max 2d 79.1-3|Max 18th 30.04|1, 6, 20, 21, 29, |Sd SW 
Min 17 52.2-3|Min 25th 29.41]2, jl W 
Diff ex 26.2-3| Diff of ex 00.63|3,4,15,16,22,23,28|7 NE 
Meanex 66 |Mcanex 29.724|5, 7, 8,12,27, |5 N 
Mean temp. from 3 daily obs.|9, 10, 11, 18, 4 NW 











Morning of the 28th ‘Thermor.|13, 25, |2 SE 
at 44.° the lowest. Noon of |14, 17, 19, 26,30,|/5 W 
the 2d, Thermom. at 88.° the|24, jl 
highest. Range 44°. 

Days of the Month. | Atmosphere. 
1,3, 5, 8, 10, 11, 12, 19, 26, | 9 days clear. 
$°35. | 2 cloudy and showery, 
4,7, 9, 17, 18, 22,27, 30, | 8 partclear, part cloudy. 
6, 21, 24, 28, | 4 cloudy with thun. gust. 
13, 14, 20, 3 cloudy no rain. 
15, 23, 29, 3 light r. morn. cly. aftr. 
16, 1 steady rain all day. 


by the High Court of Admiralty of that country. aE an EEE 
And why, let me again ask, shall the 6th article of | Morning of 18th Barometer at 30.04, the highest.— 
this code be rejected in the case now under considera- | Evening of the 25th—Barometer at 29.42, the lowest.— 
ton? Neither justice nor policy requires it. For it is | Range 62. The wind has been 10 days East of the me- 
manifest that the appellants must either surrender their | ridian, 15 days West of it and 5 days North. This month 
property in this vessel, or rather the fruits of it, to the | has been 2°4 colder than September 1828, and 6°. cold- 
appellee, or their equal right to appoint the master, and | er than last August. There have been only 5 days in 
to decide upon her destination, or that she must remain | this month, on which the temperature, at noon, arose to, 
idle in port until the subject in dispute is tetally lost to | or above summer heat. The greatest heats were on 
both the owners. ‘There is no other imaginable alter- | the 1st 2d Sthand 6th. The heaviest rains were on the 
native, unless it be the one which the appellants ask | 6th, 16th, 21st, and 28th. Once, or twice white frost 
for. For if the appellee may now legally claim the | was perceptible. ZROLITHS. 
right to take this vessel to sea, and, by giving security The various opinions that have been advanced about 
for her safe return, may take to himself, in exclusion of | Meteoric stones appear not only unsatisfactory but un- 
the other part owners, all the earnings of the voyage, | philosophical, for where proofs are wanting conjecture 
his right to employ her, on the same terms, as long as | is useless. Before we admit Hroliths being projected 
she shall be in a condition to be navigated, will continue | from the moon beyond its own atmosphere, it is incum- 
equally valid, and the exercise of it can no more be de- | bent on philosophers to prove that any elastic force can 
nied then than now, _repel a particle of matter belonging to the moon beyond 
Suppose, for the purpose of further illustrating this its own atmosphere, that is, if it has an atmosphere. 
part of the subject, these parties had filed cross peti- | Also, to prove that the moon contains such substances as 
tions, setting forth the difference between them respect- | are fuunl in the stones. Although it is supposed theie 
ing the appointment of a master, and each praying to | are Volcanoes in the moon; Volcanoes produce nothing 
be permitted to take the vessel to sea under the usual | like them. They are not like obsidian, lava, pumice orthe 
stipulations, since neither could entitle himself to a | scoria found on,or near the burning Mounts.of this globe. 
preference, what could the Court do but dismiss both | Nor willit do tosay[notwithstanding the authority ofgreat 
petitions, and thus leave the vessel unemployed; un- | names) they have been fragments struck off from some 
profitable to both parties and to the interests of com- | star, or comet that has disappeared (more of this here- 
merce, and subject to all the injury to which such a | after) for this would be ascribing imperfection to the 
state of things would expose her. Yet this is substan- | works of the Deity. Rejecting such opinions, let us see 
tially the present case; and if the Court has no power | whether we can from things already ome go upon 
to decree a sale, it is clear that neither of the parties can | surer ground to trace their origin. As the atmosphere 
take the vessel to sea without a decree of the District | contains scarcely any thing (solar light excepted) but 
Court authorising him to do so. what is of an earthly nature, and emanates from it, 
Upon the whole, considering the article of the French | so the component parts of these stones are exactly such 
Code, which has so often been referred to, as constitu- | as are found in the earth; whosoever reads any work up- 
ting a part of the maritime laws of nations—that it is in | on Chemistry will find all the terms made use of, to have 
itself a wise and equitable provision—that it is not in- | a reference to some one or other of the substances taken 
consistent with the commercial state of this country, or | from the earth. Ofall the zroliths that have been an- 
witlr any law which should govern this Court, I feel my- | alysed the products are nearly alike, and the greatest 
self not only at liberty, but bound to adopt and apply it | part seems to be Iron and Sulphur, although other sub- 
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stances be found in their conposition. Sulphur we know 
to be a very volatile substance, and iron oxidizable; we 
need not be surprised at the magnitude of some zroliths, 
if we only consider the inconceivable quantity of iron 
dispersed over the surface of the earth, exposed to the 
action of the air and water and annually oxidized. In 
this comminuted state, when mixed with moisture it 
is carried up, by evaporation, into the atmosphere.— 
Sulphur by the action of the’sun is volatilized and car- 
ried thither also. Such is the affinity between sulphur 
and metals, that it holds a place in all metallic ores, and 
may be termed one of the great mineralizers. These 
particles of iron and sulphur, as well as a variety of oth- 
ers daily rising from the earth are constantly floating in 
the air, and only want an agent to bring them within 
the limits of affinitive attraction, and that agent to all 
appearance is the electric fluid. These eroliths have 
never been known to fall without lightning and explo- 
sion—mostly in the time of a thunder storm—but the 
light proceeding from them, when observed with atten- 


‘ tion, appears of a different colour from that of other me- 


teors, it is not so bright, but rather of a dull red, resem- 

bling hot iron, and in their flight have ( like hot iron ) a 

hissing sound. Ifred hotiron be rolled in loamy clay 

(in the manner smiths practice when welding) and be 

rubbed with roll brimstone, the iron will melt, the sul- 

phur, the clay and the iron when in a state of fusion will 

all unite and form a compound not very unlike an zro- 

lith; these fire balls, as they are called by some, during 

their flight are still descending and cooling, and by the 

time they reach the earth, are found to be hard, com- 

pact, solid bodies; some have been found not entirely 

cold. Agreeable to the established laws of attraction, 

these stones could not come from any star or planet, for 

instead of being drawn to the earth, they would have 

been drawn to the Sun by his more powerful attraction. 

It is no proof of a star being extinct, when invisible to 

us, nor is it any proof that the lately discovered planets 

are part of anew creation (as is supposed) from the frag- 

ments ¢r remains of those which were once in existence, 

and of which zroliths were particles. The reasoning 

of Astronomers themselves refute such ideas. They 

tell us, that, when a comet is visible to us, and approach- 

ing the earth it turns round the sun as one of the foci of 

an ellipsis, now if it flies through every part of its orbit, 

for centuries with the rapidity assigned to it, where is | 
the other focus’ Does it belong to our solar system?— | 
if it does, then only a small portion of the starry world 

is known to us, and those called new stars, may have 

been travelling on since the creation, while on the other | 
hand, those supposed extinct, have gone off into bound- | 
less space,to assist, perhaps in illuminating other worlds, | 
as stars brought newly into existence. 

{Remarks to be continued. ] 





Lebanon, October 11, 1829. 

‘€ The Union Canal continues to be in fine order, and | 
passing full loaded boats, notwithstanding the reperts | 
you mention. The difficulties which existed for a few 
days arose from causes incident to all works of this na- 
ture, and which no prudence or foresight could have 
prevented. 

The lowness of the water, and obstructions in the 
Susquehanna, have prevented any boating upon that 
stream for several months, and hence we have experi- 
enced a deficiency of loading for boats passing to the 
east. The completing of the locks from the Union Ca- 
nal into the river at Middletown, which is now nearly 
accomplished, and the finishing of the Pennsylvania Ca- 
nal upon some of its most important lines, tlh enecalian: 
furnish the means of trade to the heart’s content of the 
warmest friends of the Canal. Among the incidents 
which show the interests that are unexpectedly bene- 
fitted by the canal, I may mention that the boat Samuel 
Mifflin loaded yesterday with merchandize, for Bain- 
bridge, Lancaster County, a town about ten miles below 
Middletown, on the bank of the Susquehanna.” 





——— 
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SANDERSON. 
z Barometer. Ponenen Atmosp. Varrations. 
< —— eS 
1 ee I 3 | 9 12;3 | aw. | rm. 
1|29 5/29 5|29 5|74/80/80 | Clear | Cloudy 
2129 4/29 4/29 3/72|80|82]| Clear | Cloudy 
3|29 6| 29 6 | 29 6 59 | 64 | 67 Clear | Cloudy 
4129 7|}29 7/29 7 | 52 | 65 | 69 | Sunshn.! Clear 
5129 6| 29 6| 29 rp 69 |74 | Clear | Clear 
se clea 
7129 4|29 4/29 4 | 59 63 | 67 | Sunshn.| Clear 
8129 4/129 7/29 5| 51 59 | 62 Clear | Clear 
9}29 5/29 5|29 5|52|58/62-] Clear | Sunshn. 
10/29 §| 29 § | 29 5 | $2) 68 |61 Clear | Cloudy 
11/29 5| 29 6| 29 6/49 | 54 | 58 | Cloudy | Clear 
12} 29 6/29 6| 29 6|48|}55|59 | Clear | Clear 
13 | 
14/29 6| 29 6/29 5| 59} 64} 68 | Cloudy | Rain 
15|99 5/29 5/29 5/57/59 |61 Cloudy | Cloudy 
16129 5| 29 5|29 5|49/57|63 | Rain | Rain 
17 |29 7|29 7|29 7|50)|58 |69 | Clear | Cloudy 
18129 5|29 9/29 9| 48/58/62 | Clear | Sunshn. 
19|29 9| 29 9/29 9|48|58/63 | Clear | Clear 
20 
21) 29 6/29 5| 29 5 73 | 76 | Cloudy | Cloudy 
22/29 5| 29 6| 29 6| 60/61 | 61 | Cloudy | Clear 
23 | 29 5 | 29 5/29 5 62 | 66 | 68 | Sunshn.| Cloudy 
24/29 5) 29 6| 29 5 ate tee Cloudy | Cloudy 
25] 29 3|29 3| 29 3|62|69|75 | Cloudy | Rain 
26/29 4/29 §|29 5|58|60/61 | Clear -| Clear 
27 
28| 29 7/29 7|29 8| 46/55 | 57 | Clear | Cloudy 
29|29 4/29 4|29 4,47|60|68 | Rain | Sunshn | 
30 |29 4/29 4| 29 4 | 60 62 | 64 | Sunshn.| Rain 
31 











METEOROLOGICAL TABLE. 


According to Fahrenheit,in the shade, temperature 
of the weather at Mauch Chunk was as follows during 
the time specified. 























a 12 37 | 63/56 
Date. |S| | | 3 13 38} 63\62] .05 
s| | | & 14 56| 67|63} .16 

1829. |~iziZ| 9, 15 |55| 59/57 
rio\z| 3 16 |47| 52\50| .32 

Septr. |3 3/5) = 17 46 | 61/55 

———_|—|—|—|---— 18 35| 62/58 

1 628475) In. | 19 59 | 63 |58 
2  |6386/77 20 |50| 62163] .04 
3 5765|58} .06) . 21 59| 78|73| .05 
4  138'66)62 22 60| 64/59} .04 

5 |43,72\67 23 50| 69 |69 

6  |50.69\62| .26 24 |43| 63/62 
7 57/6560) 01, 25 56| 64|70| .54 

8  — |48,61/57 26 | 44| 63155 

9 3964/59 27 —-|39| 56150 
10 [44/61/55| .07 | 28 ~— | 28| 56 |56} 1.25 
11 —- (43/53/52! | 29 |49) 56 ee 06 
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Before 7—1418 is the number of degrees of the Ther- 
mometer during the month. 
Days. 
1418--30=47 add before 7. 
1933-+-30—64 add at Noon. 
1825-30=60 add at Sunset. 





3}171[57 Mean average per day, during Sep- 
tember. 
The quantity of Rain that fell, - - - 29 
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| reasons for cultivating in the minds of the rising 





At a semi-annual meeting of the Pennsylvania | 8¢2eration just views of their civil rights and obli- 


Society tor the promotion of Public Schools, held 
at the Franklin Institute on Monday evening, Oct. 
5, 1829, Roberts Vaux, Esq. President, took the 
chair, and A. H. Richards was Secretary. 

The following Report from the Council was read 
and accepted. 

To the Pennsylvania Society for the Promotion of 
Public Schools. 

The Council respectfully reports: that since the 
last semi-annual communication it has been regard- 
ful of the trust devolved upon it by extending the 
correspondence—by acquiring, and communicat- 
ing information, and as faras laid in its power, it 
has otherwise embraced every proper occasion to 
recommend the important objects of the Society to 
the notice of the people of this commonwealth. 
Many teachers of good moral characters and re- 
spectable abilities, haye been instructed under its 
auspices in the knowledge of the monitorial sys- 
tem, .and several of these, well qualified to dis- 
charge their duty, are employed in remote parts of 
the State, where education had been too much neg- 
lected. The efficiency, and economy of the Lan- 
casterian method of tuition have gained the confi- 
dence, and approbation of the inhabitants of the 
towns, where it has been introduced, and there is | 
every reason to believe, that the schools already es- 
tablished will prove nurseries of other teachers, 
and thus the opportunities for bestowing education | 
with its attendant blessings, willbe greatly multi- 
plied in those parts. 

Although the intention of this Society was origi- 
nally confined to furnishing instructors on the mon- 
itorial plan, the Council has had applications from | 
several places, to supply individuals qualified to | 
teach in the higher branches; and as it is anxious 
to render any service for the promotion of useful 
knowledge, it willcheerfully comply with future 
requests ot this character. Teachers of the de- 
scription mentioned, who may be disposed to esta- 
blish themselves in Pennsylvania, are invited to | 
submit their testimonials to any member of the | 
Council. 

The Council, in the course of its deliberations, 
has been induced to believe, that much improve- | 
ment might be made in school books, and that, if | 
they could be afforded at more reasonable prices, } 
the work of education would be thereby promoted. | 
A committee has accordingly been spepeees, to | 
collect information on the subject of elementary | 
treatises in the several departments of instruction, 
with a view to the adoption or preparation of suit- | 
able text books. 

Notwithstanding the encouragement that has | 
accompanied its labours, the council deeply la- 
ments that the want of the means of education and 
the consequent depressed condition of the youth in 
many districts of our otherwise favoured state, 
should be so glaring, and yet so little heeded. 

Toexcite and diffuse a spirit which shall con- 
quer the difficulties that now interpose to prevent 
the spread of useful learning, is surely the dictate 
of patriotism and philanthropy; and the Council 
would earnestly invite the friends of elementary 
instruction to unite themselves to the Society 
which it represents; because an augmentation of 
numbers, with an increase of funds, would essen- 
tially facilitate the desirable and permanent re- 
sults which it seeks. 

Discerning men cannot fail to perceive, in the 
circumstances of the period, new and powerful 
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gations, as well as for imbuing their hearts witha 
solemn sense of the nature and magnitude of their 
duties tothe Almighty Creator and Ruler of the 
world, 

‘The happiness and safety of our social compact, 
depend upon the effectual inculcation of these chris- 
tian lessons, and as all are interested in these pri- 
mary results of this primary teaching, it is hoped 
that few, if any, will be indisposed to assist in tho 
accomplishment of such universal good, 

RoserRTs Vaux, 
G. TayLor, 
G. W. Sirsa, 
GERARD RALSTON. 
Committee of the Council. 
Philadelphia October Sd, 1829. 

Whereupon on motion it was Resolved, That 
the thanks of the Socicty be presented to this coun 
cil for the zeal which it has manifested in promot- 
ing the objects of the Society. 

Resolved, that the thanks of the Society be pre- 
sented to such towns, and citizens, as are in cor- 
respondence with the council, for their efficient 
co-operation with that body in the cause of educa- 
tion, 

Resolved, That it be earnestly recommended to 
our fellow-citizens throughout this commonwealth, 
to form societies for the estalishment of a general 
system of education in Pennsylvania, and that such 
societies when formed be invited to open a corres- 
pondence with the council of this Society. 

The Society then proceeded to an election of of- 
ficers for the current year, when the following 
named gentlemen were chosen: 

President,—Robers Vaux. 
Vice Presidents,—John Sergeant, John Wurts. 
Corresponding Secretaries 
George M. Stroud, George W. Toland. 
Treasurer,—Joseph S. Grant. 
Recording Secretary,—Augustus H. Richards. 
Council,—The Officers, Ex-Officio, and 
Benjamin W. Richards, George Taylor, 
George M‘Leod James R. Eckard, 
Edward Bettle, Charles Yarnall, 
G. Emerson, M. D. Gerard Ralston, 
Samuel Norris, George W. Smith, 
Mathew Carey, Walter R. Johnson, 
Jacob Lex, Job. R. Tyson, 
William B. Davidsan. 

On motion Resolved, That the proceedings of 

this meeting be published, and the editors of news- 


papers throughout the state be requested to insert 
them in their gazettes, 





OPENING OF THE CANAL AT NORTHUMBER- 
LAND. 

It is with much pleasure we are enabled to announce 
to our readers, from undoubted authority, that the wa- 
ter is now flowing down the Susquehannah division of 
the Pennsylvania Canal. The water was first introdu- 
ced @o.weeks since, and is now three feet high at Se- 
lins-grove, and last Saturday had passed down the canal 
as far as Liverpool, and is gradually passing on; the 
whole line being in complete order to receive the wa- 
ter. No break or defect of any kind has been found, 
though the water now occupies 27 miles of the canal, a 
circumstance highly honorable to the talents and atten- 
tion of Mr. Guilford, the engineer, and to the Contract- 
ors, who executed the work. 

Boats are frequently passing with parties of pleasure 
from Selins-grove to Sunbury and Northumberland. 


Aurora. 
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REED. BIRD, RICE BIRD, or ORTOLAN. | found. The best shot I know of is a twenty-five cent 


(From the American T'urf Register and Sporting Maga- 
gine, No. 2.) 


PaicapeLpara, Sept. 7, 1829. 
Mr. Eprron:—These delicious visitors are now con- 
gregating in great numbers on the marshes of the Dela- 
ware and Schuylkill, and in a few days they will have 
arrived at that point of pinguidity, which gives them 
their deserved reputation among the delicacies of the 
table. They arrive in Pennsylvania in the month of A- 
pril, and after a short sojourn in the grass field, steer | 
their way to the nerth, where they breed. | 
On their arrival at this season they are sometimes 
quite fat, but on their return, which is the beginning of 
August, they are remarkably lean and indifferent. They 
remain in the stubble fields in small flocks, feeding up- 
on the seeds of arsemart and ragweed, until the reed be- 
gins to ripen, and then it is they acquire that plumpness 
for which they are so remarkable. When they come on 
from the south, the male wears his winter plumage, 
which is black, with a white spot on the head, a stripe 
of white on the back of the neck and back; the female 
retains the autumnal colour. At this season, the ama- 
teur of nature’s melodies, can be as much gratified with 
their delightful notes, as the gourmand will be with 
their flesh in the Autumn. Their notes are few, but the 
intonation is more distinct than that of any other bird; it 
resetnbles the tones produced by a musical box more 
than any other thing to which I can compare it. But, 
after all, the music produced by the knives, forks and 
lates at a table, honored by the presence of these little 
gentlemen, is incomparably superior to any other we 
have ever heard; nay the very sight of them, strung up 
in dozens on the stalls of the Jersey market, ear/y in a 
September morning, is delightful. To see their little 
yellow rumps (ready picked for inspection) protruding 
between their wings, like lumps of amber, is indeed a 
great temptation; but when we come to the eating of 
thei then it is that we need not much wonder at the 
extravagance of the poet (I forget his name,) who paid 
a guinea which had been given him in charity, for one 
of them. In short, no man can say he has tasted of the 
best things which a kind Providence has bestowed up- 
on us, until he has caten a dozen or two of these little 
birds nicely dressed. I am sure that if they had abound- 
ed in Greece, some of their poets would have told us that 
they were a standing dish at Jupiter’s table. I was about 
to say something about cooking them; butI do not 
know how a cook can go very wrong, unless she would 
do as the Irish woman with the watermelon—boil them. 
However, that part of the subject I would refer to Mrs. 
Rubicam or Mrs. Inslee, not doubting but that they 
would give quite a scientific account of it (as Dr. Kitch- 
ener says.) But where am I going to’? I intended to 
give you some account of the history of the bird, but in 
fact have got to eating him, which I have no doubt you 
can do as well as myself. “Well, then, to my first inten- 
tion. They leave Pennsylvania and New Jersey at the 
latter end of September and the beginning of October, 
if the weather becomes cold and stormy; but when it is 
mild, they remain for a considerable time in the latter 
month. They take their departure, like most other 
birds, towards the night of aclearday. Almost all the 
birds which frequent the marsh haying congregated in- 
to an immense flock a little after sunset, a few at first 
start up in the air, ant in a few moments the whole flock 
will follow them by degrees, in a kind of spiral column, 
until they have all left the place. 

This bird is one of the few that afford any profit to 
the shooter, inasmuch as they are shot for the pot and 
for the pot alone. No gentieman sportsman would think 
of wading through mud up to his knees; and mostly. a- 
bove them, sneaking and creeping for two or three 
hours to get a shot at a flock of them; and after they are 
killed, it requires an experienced eye to find them, their 
cojer so much resembles the reed in which they are 
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piece, which will purchase a dozen of them from those 
people who make it a business to kill them for the mar- 
ket. Yours respectfully, ‘ 

N. B. These birds are remarkably fond of millet, and 
some of our farmers along the Delaware sow a small 
strip of. that grain near to the water, for the purpose of 
shooting them conveniently. 

[The interesting bird above alluded to,is the rice bun- 
ting (emberiza orizivora) of Wilson, and is represented 
in the second volume of his splendid work, plate xii. 
figure one andtwo. Itis the ortolan de ris, of Buffon 
rice-bird of Catesby; boblink, of the eastern and northern 
states, and the rice and reed-bird, of Pennsylvania and 
the southern’states. In Jamaica,it is known by the name 
of Butter-bird. The following is its description as given 
by Wilson. 

“The rice bunting is seven inches and a half long and 
eleven and a half in extent;his spring dress is as follows: 
upper part of the head, wings,tail and _ sides of the neck, 
and the lower parts black;the feathers frequently skirt- 
ed with brownish yellow as he passes into the colours of 
the female; back of the head cream coler, back black 
sconced with brownish yellow, scapulars pure white, 
rump and tail consists of the same;lower part of the back 
bluish white; tail formed like those of the woodpecker 
genus, and often used in the same manner,being thrown 
in to support it while ascending the stalks of reed; this 
habit of throwing in the tail it retains even in the cage; 
legs burnished flesh colour, hind heel very long, bill a 
bluish horn colour, eye hazel. Inthe month of June 
this plumage gradually changes to a brownish yellow 
like that of the female, which has the back streaked 
with brownish black,the lower parts dull yellow;bill red- 
dish flesh colour; legs and eyes asin the male. ‘The 
young birds retain the dress of the female until the early 
part of the succeeding spring; the plumage of the fe- 
male undergoes no material change in the colour~”’ 
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Mr. Johnson presented a petition from sundry c'tizens, 
stating that the regulation in the neighborhood of Pine 
and Thirteenth streets, subjects them to considerable 
inconvenience, and praying that the subject may be re- 
ferred to the City Regulator and Paving Committee.— 
Granted. 

A communication was received from the City Solicit- 
or, stating that the securities of John Trout, a collector 
of the City Taxes, had paid into the City Treasury, the 
whole sum in which he was deficient, except a balance 
of 800 dollars,which also they had made arrangement for 
paying immediately. 

On motion of Mr. Baker,a resolution was adopted re- 
leasing the securities from the payment of interest on a 
part of the debt for a short time. 

On motion of the same gentleman, another resolution 
was adopted authorising the City Solicitor to mark the 
judgments obtained by him in the suit of the Corpora- 
tion against John Trout, to the use of his securities. 

Mr. Johnson presented a petition from three laboring 
men, who had been employed by Joseph Purdon,a con- 
tractor in digging down one of the western streets, and 
who had lost their wages, through his failure. Laid on 
the table. 

A resolution was adopted, allowing the representa- 
tive of the late Christian Young, the lessee of the City’s 
property, west of Schuylkill, the sum of four hundred 
dollars on settlement of rent, on account of injury done 
to the lessee by running certain reads through the prop- 
erty. . 

Kecnbaiies was passed allowing each of the city Con- 
stables the sum of six dollars, on account of expenses 
incurred in conducting the ward elections. 

The committee on the State House, made a report 
from which it appears that the whole expense of rebuild- 
ing the steeple, repairing the building, and purchasing 
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the clock and bell, has been 16,608 dollars. The cost 
of the bell was 2,157 dollars; of the clock, 2,075 dollars, 
exclusive of fixtures. 

The old bell was sold for 400 dollars: the clock has 
been sold to the Rev. Michael Hurley,of St. Augustine’s 
Church, for 250 dollars, 

The joint committee on markets reported that they 
deemed it advisable to have moveable stalls erected un- 
der the arches adjoining the Court House at the corner 
of Second and Market streets. A biil was passed ac- 
cordingly. : 

The City Commissioners presented a statement of their 
expenditures, for the quarter ending 4th of October.— 
The total is $95,863,63. 

The City Treasurer presented a statement of his ac- 
counts for the last quarter.. There not being time for 
the committee on accounts to examine it previous to 
the election, it was laid on the table, and recommended 
to the early attention of the next Councils. 

The Paving Committee, made a report, concluding 
with aresolution directing the City Commissioners toe 
pave Vine street from Broad to Schuylkill Eighth, 
Schuylkill Eighth from Chesnut to Broad, and George 
from Schuylkill Eighth to Seventh,so soon as the streets 
already ordered to be paved in their respective districts 
shall be finished. Adopted. 

Mr. Walmsley, from the Committee appointed to 
provide for the removal of the sunken sloop from the 
Delaware, reported, . 

That the committee had attended to the duty assigned 
them, and after addressing a communication to the 
Board of Wardens,and haying had several consultations, 
with the President and other experienced ship masters 
and Merchants, are of opinion that no injurious effects 
will result from the remains of the sloop being suffered 
to rest in their present situation, the depth of the water 
from low water mark being 44 feet, and the tide pass- 
ing freely in the channel. 

The Committee was discharged. 

The Committee on Rittenhouse Square, report, that 
after carefully viewing the same, they would respect- 
fully recommend, that the City Surveyor be directed to 
ascertain the level of it, and lay out the streets which are 
to be its permanent eastern and western boundaries, af- 
ter which, the City Commissioners be directed to fill up 
the excavation in the North Western end, and that rows 
of trees be planted on its four sides. The Committee 
are not able to recommend any spot owned by or that 
could be procured by the Corporation, as a more eligi- 
ble place for the deposit of street dirt, 

The subject wss recommended to the early attention 
of the next Councils. 

On motion of Mr. Thompson of the Select Council it 


was 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Council be present- 
ed to John W. Scott, Esq. their present President, for 
the ability and impartiality with which he has discharged 
the duties of his office. : 

On motion of Mr. Johnson of the Common Council it 


was 

Resolved, That the thanks ef the Council be tendered 
to our present President, James M. Linnard, Esq. in 
testimony of@the frank, impartial, and independent 
manner, in which he has discharged the duties of presi- 
ding officer of this Council. 

Each of the Presidents made, in a short and appropri- 
ate address, his acknowledgments for the honor thus 
done. him. 


THE LEIPER CANAL CELEBRATION. 

Cuester, Ocroser 13. 
On Thusday last the 8th inst. the grand ceremony of 
navigating the Leregr Canat took place. It is a little 
better than a year since the commencement of this great 
work of individual enterprise and its rapid completion 
appears almost like adream,to one who witnessed the 
Jaying of the corner stone. The original projector ef this 





canal it is well known was Thomas Leiper, (now de- 
ceased) who, owing to unforeseen circumstances in the 
year 1790, was unable to carry his plan into operation. 
The project has, however, been successfully carried in- 
to effect by his eldest sen, George Gray Leiper, to 
whom the citizens of Delaware County are indebted for 
one of the greatest works of individual enterprise to be 
found in the United States. 

At 1 o’clock, the ladies were escorted to the Canal 
Boat William Strickland,a beautiful boat about fifty-five 
feet in length,and named after that distinguished Engin- 
eer. In the stern of the boat was stationed a band of 
music which played during the passage up to the quar- 
ries, a distance of nearly two miles, some of the most 
fashionable and patrietic airs, Attached to the boat 
were two handsome full blooded Wind-Flower Colts 
neatly decorated with covers trimmed with ribands. At 
half past one o’clock the signal was given, and the pro- 
cession moved on;—carriages, gigs, and gentlemen on 
horseback accompanied the boat as she smoothly glided 
throug! the unruffied stream to her place of destination, 
The sight as may be well imagined was truly grand and 
imposing. When the William Strickland entered the 
first lock (the Elizabeth Leiper lock) named after the 
wife of the venerable projector, three cheers were given 
—in afew minutes after she entered the Thomas Leiper 
lock, which for beauty of stone and superior workman- 
ship is unrivalled in the United States. Such is the opi- 
nion of Messrs. Strickland and Strothers,of Philadelphia 
and Major Bender. 

On the Thomas Leiper Lock, the Delaware county 
volunteer battalions under the command of Lieut. Colo- 
nel Henry Myers, were posted, and as soon as the boat 
passed through it, a national salute was fired by the 
Pennsylvania Artillerists accompanied with musketry. 
The boat was precisely one half hour from the time she 
left the great Southern Road until she arrived at the 
mansion of the Hon. George G. Leiper. The ladies were 
then landed, and the boat proceeded on her passage up 
to the quarries without any accident having occurred to 
impede her progress, 

The troops then paraded in front of the mansion of 
Mr. Leiper, and were addressed by him in a very hand- 
some and appropriate manner. On this as on all other 
occasions, the hospitable dwelling ef Mr. Leiper was 
thrown open, where those who felt disposed tu refresh 
themselves were kindly invited. 

There were at least one thousand persons present at 
the celebration, and had the weather been more favor- 
able, we believe there would have been a much greater 
_number. We are happy to say amidst all the bustle in- 
| cident to such a parade no serious accident happened 


j 


| to mar the pleasures of the day.— Upland Union. 





| EARLY HISTORY OF YORK COUNTY, 
From the York Recorder. 

Itisin the present year exactly a century since the first 
authorised settlements were made in this part of Penn- 
sylvania. Previous tothe year 1729, Chester county 
extended westwardly to the Susqehanna river, or so far 
as settlements had been authorized or lands surveyed 
and sold; the territory west of the Susquehanna was, 
however, considered as included in its limits. —In the 
year 1722, on the 18th of June, Sir William Keith, then 
deputy governor, by a warrant dated at Conestoga, di - 
rected three persons to cross the Susquehanna river, 
and survey and locate about 70,000 acres of land, in the 
name and for the use of Springet Penn, Esq. to be cal- 
led ‘Springetsbury Manor,’ beginning on the south 
west bank of the Susquehanna, over against the mouth of 
the Conestoga creek. Thesurvey & location were accord- 
ingly made, though certainly in a hasty & informal man- 
ner; nor were the boundaries the same as those of the 
present Manor, which were fixed by a subsequent sur- 
vey and location. This tract remained totally unim, 
proved at the time. 
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During several years previous to 1728, a number of 
persons resided on tracts of land lying on the west side 
of the Susquehanna, ‘so high up as to be four miles 
more north than the city of Philadelphia.” These per- 
sons may be termed ters; as they had no title to 
the lands whereon they resided, nor did they inhabit 
there with the approbation of the natives; and, in the 
latter end of the year 1728, they were removed by or- 
der of the deputy governor and council, at the request 
of the Indians, and in conformity with then existing 
treaties. 

In 1729, May 10th, the ‘upper parts’ of Chester coun- 
ty were by act of Assembly erected into a distant coun- 
ty, called Lancaster, and the limits of the new county 
embraced the territory west of the Susquehanna. In 
the spring of that year, John and James Hendricks, un- 
der authority from the government, settled on the west 
side of the Susquehanna, about three miles north of the 
place from which the persons before spoken of had been 
removed. ‘And about the same time several other 
persons settled back from that river, south westerly 
from John and James Hendricks, on and about a branch 
of the river called Codorus creek, to the distance of ten 
or twelve miles.” These were the first authorised set- 
tlements in what is now York county. 

Sometime in the year 1731, Thomas Cressap, came 
from Maryland, and forcibly seized and settled on the 
tands from which the before mentioned squatters had 
been removed. With him originated the violent meas- 
ures, sometimes issuing in murderous affrays, which at- 
tented the disputes between the proprietaries of Penn- 
sylvania and Maryland, respecting the proper boundary 
of the two provinces. On the 24th of November 1736, 
this restless & quarrelsome individual was apprehended 
by the Sheriff of Lancaster county, and committed to 
prison on the warrant of the two provincial judges.— 
Thereupon the President of the province called the 
Counciland Assembly, who detailed the facts connected 
with the outrages committed, and referred the matters, 
in a memorial to the King; which led ultimately to an 
amicable adjustment of the disputes concerning the 
boundary. At that period, it is believed, there were 
between three and four hundred inhabitants within the 
present limits of this county. 

York county was separated from Lancaster in 1749. 





NOTES OF A TRAVELLER. 


Extract from ‘Notes of a Journey in Pennsylvania, in 

the early part of June.” 

Leaving Nazareth, and proceeding northwest, the 
Blue Mountains—otherwise the Kittatiny—rose in view, 
displaying its two remarkable notches, Water Gap, 
through which the Delaware forces its way between 
precipices 1200 feet high, and the Wind Gap, which 
affords a passage only tothe wind and the stage. Here 
we passed the line which separates the secondary and 
fertile region through which we had ridden from the 
transition country, which immediately discovers its 
sterility. Our road lay across an elevated table land of 
25 miles in breadth, and of indefinite length. The land 
is so sterile that for the most part, no one thinks of cul- 
tivating it, or even laying claim to it. +X : 

By the time we had accomplished this journey, we 
were well prepared to relish the brilliant prospect of the 
Wyoming valley, which now opened upon us at once, 
from an eminence of 3000 feet.—Here the eye beholds, 
in one view, an enclosed valley of 15 miles in length and 
from 7 to 10 in breadth, of the richest alluvial soil, fitted 
for the production of every fruit appropriate to the 
latitude. At this season, the variety of the cultivation 
was apparent, and beautifully diversified the landscape. 
The Susquehanna, moving gracefully along its wind- 
ings through the extent, of the valley, added to the rich- 
ness of Sis liedecone; while the villages of Wilkesbarre, 
Kingston, Plymouth, and some others completed the 
view. 

As we gazed, we thought of Brandt and Johnson, 


leading on their bloody brethern of the forest, and their 
not less bloody allies from the abodes of civilization, 
to massacre. Of the bleody battle between the Butlers 
we thought, and our eye rested on the spot where stood 
the fort, which contained the best blood of the valley, 
and was sacked. Those scenes have passed, and in the 
place of war, there is peace, and the peaceful arts.— 
The object most worthy of curiosity here is the exten- 
sive coal formation, of which the Lehigh coal mines, 
before mentioned, are a part. This valley literally lies 
on a bed of coal; for, dig any where—in the mountain, 
on the flats, or in the bed of the river, and coal is soon 
found.—There are two principle mines worked, one in 
Wilkesbarre, and the other in Plymouth. A descrip- 
tion of the former will suffice for both. The mine 
lies near the base ofthe mountain. First is adepth of 
soil, covered with a growth of wood; next, horizontal 
strata of slate, of ten feet thickness, and filled with 
vegetable impressions. We readily distinguished a- 
mong these, the leaves of the fern and flag: besides 
these, were a great variety of species, of which none 
can give an account, only that they do not belong to + 
the present vegetable world. All these leaves, in their 
position, observed the same order,—lying horizontally, 
and perfectly spread out, as if they had been carefully 
laid down, and successive laminz‘of slate placed upon 
them. Underneath the slate is the coal, in a horizontal 
bed, twenty seven feet in thickness, with a layer of 
slate,half an inch in thickness occuring in twelve or eigh< 
teen inches. So compact is the coal, that drilling and 
blasting must be employed to throw it out. The ap- 
pearance of the mine presents a novel sight. The ex- 
cavation is so managed, that large pillars of the coal, six 
feet in diameter, are left standing, at suitable distances, 
to support the super-incumbent roof of slate and forest 
trees, so that a stranger to the object of the excavation, 
looking at the capacious black roof with its rows of 
black pillars, might mistake it for the vestibule of some 
giant’s castle. The odour of sulphur, by which the 
whole coal is impregnated, is very powerful in the 
mine. 

How was the coal produced? and whence the world 
of strange vegetables in the slate? We may guess, 
that the hard anthracite mass was of vegetable origin, 
at a period, nobody knows when; and that the leaves 
atan equally remote period, were confusedly mingled 
together with the slate, when in liquid solution, and 
that the laws of chrystalization reduced them to their 
present orderly rank-and-file position, where, by sym- 
pathy, they transferred their nature from the vegetable 
to the mineral kingdom,—but after all we must confess, 
“marvellous are the works of God—in the air, in the 
mighty deep, and in the bowels of the earth; how small 
a portion of his ways are seen!”—Amer. D. Adv. 





NEW BAPTIST CHURCH. 


The new Baptist church, to be built on Spruce st. be- 
tween Fourth and Fifth, is rising rapidly on its founda- 
tion. The lot is 74 feet front on Spruce street, by 102 
feet deep, and cust $14,000. This sum included the 
price of several buildings by which it was occupied, one 
of them being a new three-story brick house,with back- 
buildings. The other tenements consisted of sheds and 
stables of little value, and, together with the ground 
they occupied, were the property of different owners. 
The movements of the workmen have been uncommon- 
ly rapid, and we presume, if the same degree of activity 
is observed for a month or two, the church will be epen- 
ed for Divine service by the first of J anuary. It was in- 
tended by the trustees to possess themselves of the 
whele lot to the corner of Green’s court, by the pur- 
chase of a house, the property efthe widow of the late 
Thomas Goodwin, for which they offered, the lot inclu- 
ded, $3,800, The necessary papers were drawn up, 
preparatory toa sale, whenyon proceeding to execute 
them, a flaw was discovered in the title—there being 
a ground-rent on the property which no one has called 
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for in the last eighty years. ‘The foundation for the 
church was immediately laid on the ground already 
bought; although, if the house and lot above-named 
could have been procured, the site for the new building 
would have been infinitely better fitted to show off the 
beauty of the lattet.— Bulletin 





INSPECTOR’S ELECTION. 
Table showing the number of Votes given in each Ward, 


on Friday, Oct. 3, for the choice ot Inspectors of the 
General Flection. 
Wards. Federal. Dem. Total. 
i Upper Delaware, - - 107 134 241 
2 Lower Delaware, - 210 138 348 
3 High street; 140 100 240 


4 Chesnut, - - 110 118 228 
5 Walnut, - - 155 0 155 
a a a 
7 Pine, - - - 170 169 339 


8 New Market, 162 224 386 
9 North Mulberry, 


10 South Mulberry, 


- 125 317 442 
118 167 285 


11 North, - - ” . 182 160 342 
12 Middle, - - - 0 103 103 
13 South, - - - : 96 133 229 
14 Locust, - - - 0 289 209 
15 Cedar, - é - - 85 142 227 


Totals, 1777 








2332 4109 





























Francis G. Smith, 2882 | Edwin T. Scott, 2773 
Aquila A. Brewne, 2855 | Peter Fritz, 2759 
Nathan Bunker, 2799 


Working Men’s Ticket. 

















Jchn Moss, 913 | Isaac Myer, 864 
Henry S. Tanner, 857 | Adam Ramage, 852 
Samuel Fox, 867 | Joseph Murray, 854 
Thomas Wallace, 847 | James Glasgow, 828 
Silas W. Sexton, 846 | John P. Joice, 828 
Samuel Hufty, 840 | Scattering, 56 
PHILADELPHIA COUNTY. 

SENATE. ' 

James Honaldson,. .- 3937 | Jesse R. Burden...... 4519 
ASSEMBLY. , 
Michael Riter,........ 4120 | George W.Smick,....4044 
Thomas J. Heston, 4068 | Joseph Taylor, 4007 
S. J. Henderson; 3209 EW. mas, Jr. 3929 
Adam Richards, 3190 | Daniel K. Miller, 3928 
Daniel Smith, 3149 | Jno. Carter, 3924 
James Smith, 3100 | Benjamin Martin, 3924 
T. W. L. Freeman, 3011 | Jolin Foulkrod, 3911 
Wm. Binder, 3039 | William O. Kline, 3694 
Working Men’s T'icket. 

Robert B. Scotty 1446 | William Mann, 1423 
Richard P, Risdon, 1438 | Thomas Landreth, 142% 
Jesse Torrey, Jr. 1436 ! Charles V. Hagner, 1417 





Returns from the City and County uf Philadelphia. 


GOVERNOR. City. County Totals . 
George Wolf, 4059 7043 11102 
RETURNS OF THE GENERAL ELECTION. | jo.) ae 333 993 556 
CPThe Names of the Gentlemen elected are distin-} SHERIFF. 
guished by ltalick \etter. George Rees, 2301 $919 6220 
aT Thomas Snyder 542 3490 4032 
eae mmhenteng wrens John White, 1251 2513 3764 
. , James Glentworth 1924 626 2550 
Federal Republicans. Democrats. ’ . > 
Abraham Miller, 3738 | David S. Hassinger, 2944 ere aoe ona 4 aor 
Cadwalader Evans, 2988 | John Lisle, 2891 a pace > 5 7 
George Emlen 2957 | Samuel B. Davis 843 : . oo M 
BenjaminR. Morgan, 2953 | Henry Simpson, "9783 | John Dennis, ates aes pao 
Thos. W. Morris, 2909|J.H.Campbell, 2763 | Lewis Rush, - eS. aoe ~ 
Thos. F. Leaming, 2907 | Thomas Kehler, 2692 | Thomas M. Souder, ~ a iar 
Joseph §. Cohen, 2766 | Freeman Scott, 2676 | John Du ots, 865 40 
Working Men’s Ticket. feats aan ae 5 5018 8843 
Jos. R. Chandler, 889 | William Baker, 864 J ae ia “ a y 344 2920 3264. 
Raews Seek, | 5S | Savers are, 860 | ‘Edward Penington, 211 242 453 
Charles H, Kirk, 871 James Maxwell, 855 AUDITOR. 
Serect Covuncit, Samuel Coats, Jr. 3526 3671 7197 
John M. Scott, 2930 | William Boyd, 3712 | Daniel Snyder, 1158 4072 §230 
Anthony Cuthbert, 2913 | Henry Horn, 3656 ————————— 
Levi — sont oe J. i mod Councils were organized yesterday morning at 11 0’- 
‘Thomas Williams exander Cook, | . — 
Michael Fox, "9846 | J oseph Burden, 2817 | clock, and elected ve officers, viz: 
Working Men's Ticket. | President—Johin MSBeoR. 
William Rush, 886 | Thomas Fletcher, 857 | — Clerk—Thomas Bradford ‘Ir 
Samuel VY. Merrick, 867 | Scattering, 16 » Jr. 


Common Covuncit. 
Charles Massey, 5856 | Christian Kneass, 3696 
Charles Johnson, 3881 | J. P. Wetherill, 2965 














Israel Roberts, 3860 | Josh. Lippincolt, 2952 
Henry Troth, 3854 | Michael Baker, 2906 
Wilkam Gerhard, 3849 | Isaac Wainwright, 2905 
Jos. Donaldson, 3838 | James Page, 2896 
Samuel P.Wetherill, 3830 | Michael E. Israel, 2887 
E. K. Keyser, 3826 | Thomas Cave, 2885 
John Horner, 3810 | Tho. S. Smith, 2880 
Charles Graff, 2976 | G. Troutman, 2869 
William H. Hart, 2941 | H. L. Coryell, 2868 
Joshua Percival, 2950 | John M. Hood, 2868 
W. M. Walmsley, 2936 | Daniel Oldenburg, 2867 
Richard Price, 2928 | James Fearon, 2851 


jamin Jones, Jr. 29239| George Emerick, 2844 
William Rawle, Jr. 2922 | Charles Brown, 2844 
William Smith, 2885 | JohnBell, 2840 


Common Covuxcit. 
President—Joshua Percival. 
Clerk —Nathan R. Potts. 


Messenger to both Councils—Thomas Young. 





We received on Thursday last, from Mr. John Gill, of 
Southampton township, Bucks county, a ripe Strawber- 
ry, measuring more than one inch in circumference; it 
possessed the same delicious smell and taste which is 
common to that excellent fruit in its usual season. Mr. 
Gill writes to us that he h4s growing in his gardena 
number of flourishing vines, fuil of beautiful full grown 
tipe and green Strawberries. This is certainly an un- 
common production, and we should be glad to learn 
from Mr. G. whether the same vines bore this season be- 
fore, and if there is any thing in the mode of cultivation 
which varies from that commonly practised and pursued 
in gardens.— Bucks County Intelligencer. 


